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THE 

TBOJLLEJR'S GUIBE, 

A new and complete practical treatiee 

ON THE 

ART OF TROLLING OR FISHING FOR 

1I.I.U8TRATED WITH If UMEROUS CUTS OP HOOKS^ BAITS^ TACKLE^ &c. 




To which is added the best method of 
BAITING AND LAYING LINES FOR LARGE EELS, 

BY t^^If. :^^]LTBR^ 

Author of the Angler's Guide. 

The Pike's my joy of all the scaly shoal^ 
And of all Fishing-Instruments the Troll. 

Vide the Angler a Poem^Canto VIII. 

ftdttlrott ; 

Printed by CARPENTER k SON, 16, Aldgate High Street } and sold for thcAuthor 

hf T. TEOO, Bookseller, ill, Cheapside ; and at all Fiihinf Tackle Shops. 

Pr%c9 U.^Entered at StaJtUmett? Hali. 
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PJREFACE. 



THE mdy work written expressly on the art of taking Jatsk 
and Pike by Angling ^ is called the complete Trailer , wroti 
and published about the Year 1682, by the Rev, JR. NbBBS/ 
4md forasmuch as that healthy and delightful branch of 
Rshing, termed TroUmg^ is followed with avidity, and 
pr^ered by many Anglers to every other mode of Angling,^ 
and the Art itself having received many improvements 
since Mr. Nobbs wrote on the subject. It has been suggested 
to me, that a treatise on Jack fishing, written by a modem 
practical TroUer, would be very acceptable to the lovers ^ 
Angling m general, in consequence of such opinions and 
suggestions {in which I fuUy coincide) and having had 
much practice and experience in every fnethod purtued in 
taking both Jack and Pike with the angle; with the 
advantage also of a residence, for several years, near 
one of the best Rivers in England for Trolling, and 
further emboldened by the very favourable reception my 
former writings on Angling have received, I Jutve again 
presumed to offer my opinions and instructions as a 

M8A20G9 
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VI. 1»REFACS. 

Guide to those who may be desirous of learning how to 

take Jack and Pike m a fair, pletuing and sportsman-like 

manners ond in order lo preceni the possibility rf miS" 

understanding the direction gn^en for baiting the hookn, 4*^. 

J have iUuslrated, those directions with cuts, e^fcuted undeft 

p^y QV>n immediate inspection^ and have also pideavoured to 

ifOHveg my instructions in so plain and coneise a mani$er, 

that the Juvenile or inexperieneed TroUer may dearly 

mi prmiptfy understqnd them ; and I doubtnoiy if tho^ 

direeUoms are assiduously put in practiosp the fH^it>e m^ 

Ijs soon f^nabled to say^ 

I oeldpm to the Rn«n veot^ 
But either Jack or Pike I took. 

amd^ Jalsofleftter myeeff, mmy who have had some prat^ce 
in the Art of Trolling ^ may find in this work observation^ 
mt the seasons and weather proper for Trolling j how to 
cast the bait^ hook in search, and divers other matters 
cofmected with and relative to Jaok and Pike fishing wortl^ 
iheir notice an4 attention. 

T F. &— 1820. 
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CHAP. I. 
Prefatory Remarks on Trolling, 

AND ON 

JACK, PIKE. &c. 
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No. 1, UVE BAIT KETTLE. 

No. 2, BOOK OR CASE for TROLUNG TACKLE. 

No. S, TELESCOPE-HANDLE LANDING HOOK, 



Luctum Piaiculo Inescare, 



trolling for Jadt ox ^iti$^ 

The art of Jack fishing, or taking Jack or Pike witTi 
a hooky line and rod, is properly termed Trolling, from 
the "Leiiin Litcium PisicvJo Inescare; but this branch of 
ang:ling is generally divided by anglers under the thre^ 
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2 THE TROIXEK'S GUIDE. 

foliowing^heads, viz. Trolling^ LiYe-Bait Fishing and Snap 
Fishing. Trolling, in this limited sense of the word, 
means taking Jack or Pike with the gorge hook ; Live-Baat 
Fishing, when a floated line is used ; and Snap Fishing, 
when the angler so places his baited hooks that immedi- 
ately he feels a bite he strikes with much force, and ge- 
nerally throws over his head, or drags the Jack or Pike 
on shore, instead of playing his victim till he is exhausted. 
(I shall fully explain those diiferent modes of angling in 
Chap. X, with observations on the advantages and merits 
of each.) 

Trolling, I consider a valuable branch of fishing, afford- 
ing the angler several months amusement during the year, 
end jt may be practiced without danger to the health, 
when every other mode of angling ceases to be either 
profitable or prudent to follow; for as the winter ap- 
^ytiroaches fish seldom rise to the surface of the water, but 
leave the sharps, shallows and scowers, for the more deep 
and still parts of rivers, or other waters ; then the fly 
£sherman may lay by his fly tackle, for his occupation 
is gone until the vernal quarter is well advanced. Barbel, 
Carp, Tench, Perch, Eels, Gudgeon, and Dace, also 
refuse the choicest bait the wily angler can offer them 
when the winter commences, though Chub and Roach 
will certainly take a bait very freely at bottom during the 
lifhole winter, yet the angles, who is subject to the cramp, 
or rheumatic affections, or k advancing in years,^ will 
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TO MAKE BOOTS, Ac WATER PROOF. 8 

((Mr shoaM) not bazard hk health by sitting or stapdmg 
m one place hy the mer mde for -several honra together 
in the winter months, whidt he certainl j must do if he 
expects to kill a good dish of Roach ; but when properly 
dbathedy especially about the feet and legs, and will take 
the troul^ of dressing his boots or i^oes with the follow* 
ing composition, he will sridom get wet or even foel 
dampness after beii^ exposed for many hoivs in the ram 
or swampy ]^ces» Take half a pound of mutton suet, 
five ounces of bees wax, cot into mnall pieces, to whkdi 
add an ounce of black rosin, powder^, sinuner the 
whole in a pipkin over a moderate fire, till all is melted 
and well mixed. When you wish to use it, render it 
liquid by melting, and rub it well into the leather with a 
brush. (Note. This mixture appears yellow on the boots 
or shoes, and if that is objected to, put among it half an 
ounce of powder blackipg) ; he may then indulge himself 
with a few hours tolling whenever the water is fit for the 
purpose, because trolling is strong exercise, from moving 
continually ih>m one part of a river or water to another 
further on; >hd if the fish are well on the foed, and he 
kills two or three brace of heavy Pike, the angler will 
find, that froml the exertions he has made in casting the 
bait for playing, killing and landing those fish, and the 
carrying them home, nearly approaches to labovr, and 
as labour is generally considered conducive to, or rather 
the price of health, the troller has but little to fear on 
B 2 
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that score, but may allow himsdf the pleasure of killing 
a few brace of Jack or Py^e for his own table, or for the 
gratification of supplying fVienibu 

Having thus cursorily discoursed «hi the nature of TrolU 
ing, or Jack Fishing, &c. I shaU now proceed to instruct 
the reader how to choose hooks, lines, rods, and other 
tackle, fit for the various methods practised by anglers 
irho excel in the art of Trolling or Jack Filling, with full 
and clear directions how to bait . the hooks, accompanied 
with t^uts or en^^vings to illustrate the same. 
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CHAP. II. 

The Gorge Hook, and how to halt it. 

■' . • ■ *" 

The gorge hook consults of two> or what is oiJled m 
double eel hook; to the shank of this hook is fa«tene4 
about two or three inches of brass wire twisted, the end 
of whichrl£«!ii(is a loop, to this loop about nine inches 
of gimp is tied, the other end of the gimp is turned 
and tied into a loop, to be ready to loop on the trolling 
line, either to a swivel or by a slip or loop knot. 

To make this hook sink, or of a sufficient weight to be 
cast to any distanc^, the shank of the hook and part of 
the brass wire is neatly coTter^ with lead, some of a long 
octagon shape, others of a round or barrel form, (I prefer 
the latter) and I also remove about a third of the lead from 
&e brass of those hooks which I find kept ready for sale 
at the fishing-tackle shops, because I have found, when 
the lead lays nearly the whole length .of the bait^fish^ 
and especially if a Bleak or thin Roach^ that when the Jack 
strikes it, his teeth pierces through the flesh and touches 
ihe lead he then immediatly drops the bait; now by 
jremoving a part of the lead as above directed, the re* 
mainder the angler will find to be sufficient for sinking, &c. 
lu&bait, and it will lay at the bottom oi the throat or only 
a little bweT) fipd ^ Jack generally 0^ze their prey by 
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or across the middle, in such case his teeth seldom comes 
in contact with the lead, laid h& then, without fear, 
retires to his haunt and soon pouches the whole. 

Having described the nature of a gorge hook, we will 
«ow instruct the reader how to iMiit die same. Notice the 
cut beneath this. 




No. 1/ GOBGB HOOK BAITED. 
No. S, GORGE HOOK. 
No, 3, BAITING NEEDLE. 

To bait the gorge hook take a baiting needle, and hook 
the curved end of it to the loop of the gimp, (to which 
the hook is tied) then introduce the point of the needle 
into a dead bait's mouth and bring it out at the middle 
of the fork of its tail, the lead will then he hid inside the 
bait's belly, and the shank of the hooks will be inside its 
mouth, the barbs and points outside and turning upwards. 
Now to keep the bait steady on the hooks, tie the tail-pait 
of it, just above the fork, to the gimp with white thread, 
•ilk or cotton; but if a needle and thretd is passed 
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TO Bi&IT TWtm CSOWMm HOOK. 



^€mglirtlie fl^kof thendeof thefoidt^abOQihalfflaiBdi^ 
^borre ^ tail, so ai to incirde the gimp and Umd tied»; 
k is a neater and better mj thui tieiag around ill» outside* 

Tlie baited hook is now oompiete to £x to the trolling 
line, to go in search of Jade or Pike, but it is neeesisarjr 
the reader should know that angle's use fish finr baits 
when trolling with the gorge hook, vuying in size from one 
to four ounces in weight, therefore it is pvper to have an 
assortment of the difierent sizes of gorge hooks, that you 
may always have a hook proportionate to the size of th(| 
bait fish your judgment leads you to select^ for you must 
notice, that the barbs and points of Uie hook aboM not 
project from the sides of the bait's mouth, . but should lay 
▼ery close, becauseiif the points, 4^c. project, they an^ 
very likely to be felt by Jack or Pike when they are in 
the act of changing the position of the bait fish in order 
to pouch it; if they do, they will then immediately blow 
it out of their mouth, and also when casting, dipping, 
drawing, and spinning the bait, those projecting parts of 
the hook frequently catch hold of weeds, Sec. by which 
misfortune the hook is drawn from its position, and the 
bait fish either much mutilated or entirely spoiled. 

There is some difierence of opintmi a^iong anglers in 
respect to sewing up the mouth of the bait fish, but after 
the hock has been placed in a proper manner, and the 
tail-part tied or s^wed to the gimp, I think there is little 
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occasion for Btitckiii^ up the mouthV but I' hame kiikd 
many Jack and Pike both with and without tbej moutb 
being stitched or sown up ; ia regard to ciuttijpg off the fins, 
of the bait fish, I am decidedly of opinion it is to the 
angler's advantage to cut them all close aWay, beoHtlse 
the bait will then spin or twirl .more freely in the water 
when sinking or being drawn up, then when thet Jnf are 
left on^ and further, the b^it fish \rtlL last longer^ to 
when the fins are left on they frequently catch or hang 
among weeds, and when this occurs the bai^t fish is 
generally torn, or deprived of part of its scales^ and of 
course soon ceaseis to be an enticing bait; this is of great 
consequence to the troller, who may be short of. baits, 
and also far from a place where he can replenidi bis bait 
box. 
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CHAP. m. 

' Single Hdohsfor Lip^-Bait Pishing^ 
find how ia haitthfim^with Directions, 
homiaiie or. .mhip Hooks < to Gimp^ 




When a single hook is used, it is baited in the. two foU 
lowing ways^;.pass the point and barb pf the hook through 
the two lips of the liverbait fish, on the side of the mouth, 
which does not distress the bait as it would do by passing 
them through the middle or nose part of the fish. The 
other way is, to pass the point and l^arb of the hook un- 
der the back fin of the bait fish, and bringing it out on 
the other side, see the cut above ; be careful when you 
jpass the hook under the back fin that it does not go too 
deep, so as to touch or injure the back bone, for if it does 
thebait fish cannot swim strong, and will soon die. Note 
When you use a single hook for Jack Fishing, in the way 
above described^ prefer those of the number 4 or 5» It 
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is necesiary the troller fHaouH know ^w to tie or whip cm 
the hooks himself, in case of accident, therefore I i^tt 
direct him how to do it in as plam and concise a manner 
as possible. To tie a hook to gimp, take some strong fine 
floss silk (that sort ased by whig makers is also excellent) 
*well wax the silk with shoemaker's wax, then* take the hodc 
and hold it between the thumb and finger of the left haiul, 
and whip round the shank^ from the bend to the top, with 
waxed silk, then lay the gin^ on the inside part of the 
shank of the hook and whip it dose and tightly down, 
carrying your whipping till nearly opposite the point of 
the hook, then turn back the point of your silk and 
hold it down with your thumb, the si& will then be in a 
loop, which you must pass or lap over three or four 
^times the end you hold under your thumh» now take 
that end and draw it gradually until the lappings which 
was passed over lay close and firm, aild then cut off 
the spare waxed silk ; this is called the hidden or finishing 
knot, and will not draw. It is proper, lastly, to rub a 
little hog's lard or suet over the whipping, which makes 
it smooth^ and also helps to preserve it. Note. — ^This is 
the best way I can describe tieing or whipping on a hook, 
though, probably, not so intelligible as might be wished; 
but any experienced angler, or the persons keeping fislt^ 
ing tackle shops, can learn the novice in two or three mi- 
nutes how to whip OT tie on a hook, which he would do 
well to availhimself of on the first opportunity. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HOOKS »OR UTS-BAIT FISHING. 11 



Double and Treble Hooks for Live- 
Bait Fuhing, and how to bait them. 

f IG. 2. 




"-E 



ProviJe two hooks, either brazed together Gt made on 
one shank, (I prefer those brazed together, because th^ 
lay closer to the bait) tied to about eight or nine inches 
of gimp, with a loop at the end of the gimp, or you may 
tie two single hooks back to back on a piece of gimp, 
instead of the double ones, then take a baiting needle and 
hook the curve end into the loop of the gimp, now enter the 
point of the baiting needle just under the skin of the live- 
bait fish, cloiie to the gills, guiding it upwards, and bring it 
out close to the back, at the extremity of the back fin, nxA 
draw the gimp after till the bend of the hooks are brought 
to the place where the needle entered, and all is ready 
to ^%, to the trolling line, (see the cut above.) Note — ^Use 
hooks of such a inze that the points and barbs do not pro- 
ject over the bdly or shoulder of the bait fish, (unless you 
intend them M a snap, see Live-bait Firiiing, Chap. IX.) 
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tba^t wl^n« Jmck or Pike bm^ the bait he may not feel 
them* |f ooks double as above described, of various sizes, 
are kept ready for sale at all the principal fishing tackle 
shops. 

The reader will notice that the gimp and i^nk of the 
hooks is to lay ^nder the skin of the bait-fish, and there- 
fore be careful to c^rry the baiting^needle (^atiously, so 
as not to wound the bait's fiesh, and it will feel very little 
inconvenience from the pperation, but will swim nearly as 
strong in the water with the hooks attached to it as without. 
Observe, by casting in and drawing out a bait so hook'd 
eeveral times, the skin of the bait-fish is apt to s|rip 
downwards, and in consequence the hooks loose their 
proper place; to prevent whicht I use a No. 10 hook tied 
to about an inch of gut, with a loop to the end of it, 
pass the loop over the gimp that is tied to the dquble 
hook, and bring it to the bends of them, now when the 
hook is baited, take hold of the small hook and run the 
point and barb into the bait-fish*s under Up; this prevents 
the skin from stripping down, as before alluded to, mi 
the bait r^nains also muioh. livelier, and tempting to a 
Jack or Pike. 

Thia method of baiting hooks is a most IdUing wny^in 
Live-Bait Fishing, and to be preferred to every other* 
.Again observe the cut to illustrate this description^ NQt^» 
When the double book above described is used, the sizes 
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No. 4 or 5, will be foimcl moit proper, when iied to gimp ; 
but when tied to twisted gat, those of the size No. 6> 
should be preferred. 

Treble Hook, Five Hooks and 
Spring Snap. 

FIG. 8. ^ 




To fit \\\\% treble book, take two liooks that are made on 
one shank, jibout half way up the shaiik tie a smaller size 
hook, a No. 7 or 8, (see the hooks in the cut above) np^ tie 
the whole to about nine inches of gimp, with a loop^at the 
end, and all is ready to be baited ; having a live bait fish, 
enter the small hook beneath its back fin, (avoiding 
touching the back bone) and brin^ the point and barb out 
on the other aide, the two large hooks will then lay close .to 
the side of the bait, (see the cut above. ) Some anglers add 
two more hooks to the three above described, by tying two 
hooks made on one shank to the other on which the three 
hooks are tied, so as to allow the hooks to hang down the 
other side of the bait fish; other anglers tie four single 
hooks, No. 2 size, to four pieces of gimp, each piece 
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Ikbout an inch Icmg, then tie those four short pieces to 
about nine inches of very stout gimp, and in the middle 
of those four large hooks they have one of the size No. 7, 
tied to a piece of gut, the top of >¥hich is tied among the 
four large ones, (see the cut.) The small one is to hook 
through the baits back &n, as ahready described, and the. 
large l\poks will hang loose two on each side of it. 



Spring Snap. 




If the angler chooses to use a spring snap with three 
hooks, (as represented in the cut above) in preference to 
the plain, or as some term them the dead snap, (terras 
synonymous meaning a snap without a spring) which I by 
no means recommend, he has only to follow the directions 
|[iyen on baiting the dead or plain snap. Note — ^The 
engraver has not drawn the hooks high up enough, for it 
is not proper the large hooks should hang below the bait 
fish's belly. 
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Bead Hook. 




Tlie bead hook is formed of two single hooks tied back 
to h^ck on nine inches of gmp^ or you may purchase 
them made of one piece of wire ; between the lower part 
of the shanks is fastened a small Hnk or two of chains, 
haying a piece of lead of a conical form, or like a drop- 
bead, (from "which it takes its name) linked by a staple 
to it (see the out above) : the lead is put into the lite- 
bait^s mouthy (a Gudgeon is the best bait) which is 
slightly sewed up with white thread, the bait will still live 
and swim very strong for many hours ; but I cannot re- 
commend this hook, because I have frequently found 
when I have had a run, the fish has generally dropt the 
bait, instead of pouching it, which has arisen from the 
hooks hanging loose to each other, and thereby creating 
ah alarm in the Jack or Pike ; and again, those loose 
hooks frequently hang to weeds, &c. on the whole, I think 
the bead hook is not worthy a place among the troller's 
tackle, therefore shall not again make mention of it. 
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CBCAP, IV. 
Snap Fishing J andhow to bait the ff oaks. 




Dead Snap with two or Four Hooks. 

Take about twelve inches of stout gimp, n(iake a. loop 
at one end, at the other end tie a hook^ si^.Np. 2, and 
about an inch further up the gimp ti& another hook of th^ 
same size; procure a drop-bead, lead, which the ^shiii^;*. 
tackle shops keep fixed to a jsmall ring or two ; now to 
bait the hooks proceed as follow^, put the loop of the gimp 
under the gill of a dead bait fish, . and brir^ it out at its 
mouth, draw the gimp till the hook at the bottom comes 
just behind the back fija. of the bait, and the point and 
barb pierces slightly through the skin of it, to keep the 
hook steady, then pass the ring of the drop-bead lead 
over the loop of the gimp, and fin the lead inside the 
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bait-fish's moathy and sew the mouth up, (see the cut^ 
and all is ready to lakten to the troUmg Kpe. If yxm add 
two more hooks to the two already described, yoa will 
then have a very killing snap ; to fit which, take a piece 
of stout gimp, about four inches long, and make a small 
loop at one end, and then tie two hooks of the same size 
and in the same ipanner as the first two; after the first 
two and the lead are in their places^ and before the bait's 
mouth is sewed up, pass the loop of the short piece of 
gimp under the gill and out of the mouth of the bait, and 
draw till the hooks are in the same situation on.4hat side 
as the other ; now pass the' loop of the long piece of 
gimp through the loop of the short one, and draw all 
^raight ; tie the two pieces of gimp together, close to the 
bait's mouth, and sew that up, or you may tie the short 
^iece of gimp to the long one, instead of having a loop^ 
at ^ end (see the cut of four hooks) if yotf do so, yoii 
must pass the hooks first through the bait-fii^'s moutH 
and out at the gills, instead of in at the gills and out of 
the mouth, then slightly fix them through the bait's skin,' 
just to keep them in their places,,ftnd when you feel a bit^ 
ind strike, they clear themselves, and hook firmly into^ 
the Jack or Pike. * 
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JOedd Snap with a Gorge Booh, and , 
Double Hook. 




^ To bait this snap, first introduce the gorg# into the 
bait's mouth, the leaded part laying in its belly oxaotlj 
^ when you intend trolling with the gorge hook, (see 
gorge hook baited) ; then take a double hook, No. 4 or. B, 
which must be tied to a piece of gimp about three inchet 
lopg, with a small loop at the end ; now take your baiting^ 
needle and enter the point of ii in the bait's b^^i ju^ 
wb^re the back fin is, (but note it is the best way to cut 
ofiTthe said fin and every other fin) and bring itoulj at 
the tail ; having first put the loop of the gimp^ to whi<^ 
the hooks are tied, through the curve or eye of the 
baiting needle, draw the loop out at the tail of the bait, 
the hooks will then lay close over the bait's back one on 
each side. After you have placed the hooks properly, 
take the loop end of the gimp to which the gorge hook 
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is tied, and pass it through the loop of the gimp to which 
the other jM)oks are tied, dmw all close to the bait's tail, 
and tie them very fast with waxed silk round the fish, 
just above the tail, and all is now complete to fasten on 
to your line. 

The superiority of this method of using a snap consists 
^ in aU the hooks laying close to ^ bait, and also hi the 
gimp and line coming from the tail instead of irom the 
mouth or back, which is very material, for hooks so placed 
will allow the bait to appear more like a live fish swim- 
ming or spinning about in the water, than if it is hooked 
by the back fin or side, in which ease much of the hooks' 
are exposed, the gimp sticks up, Sec. (see ike eut abovtt)' 
over the bait-fish is represented the two books witk ilia 
8hcH*t piece of gut, and below ^e bait-fish the gorge hook, 
and in the middle the bait-fish with the hooks properly 
placed in it. Note.--^! always canry some double hooks- 
tied to short pieces of gimp when I troll with a gorge, 
because when I find Jack will move and seize my bait 
but will not pouch it, I put on those back hooks and 
<5onvert my gorge to a snap, whidi is done with little 
trouble or loss of time ; and of course when my bait is 
so altered, I strike immediately I feel a run, for the angler 
will find, during his practice, that after many hours troll- 
ing, and several runs, he cannot get a &ah to poudi, a 
ihap is then his only resource. 
c 2 
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Dead Snap with one Hook. 




: To bail thift snap take a long-flhanke^ No. 1 hook and 
tie it to about twelve mches of stronjj^ giinp» then ^x the 
baiting, needle; to the loop of the gimp^ enter the point 
q{ the needle just below the end on the side of the bacl^ 
fin of the dead bait<^h, carrying it carefully just be-^ 
neath the skin, bring it out about a quarter of an inch 
before you reach the gill, then ent^ the needle under the 
gill of the bait fish and bring it out of the mouth, draw 
the gimp after until the bend point and barb of the hook 
lay on the bait as represented in the cut ; now t'Uke a^ 
bead drop lead, such as described ya. baiting a snap with 
ibur hooks, in page 16, pass it over the loop of the gimp, 
to which the hook is tied, and place it inside the mouth of 
the bait fish, and sew the said mouth up, and all is ready, 
to fix to the trolling line, Note<^-The lead b placed in 
the mouth of the bait to add to its weight, which ^pablefc 
the angler to cast his bait wj|h;nore certainty to any par* 
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ticalar spot, the gimp to which the hook is tied being 
directed to lay only just I'lnder the skin of the bait-fish, 
so that when the angler feels a bite, and strikes, the gimp 
then rips away, and enables the hook to ^x firmly into 
either the Jack or Pike; but if it b carelessly placed 
too deep, when you strike, the hook gets fixed or nearly 
buried in the body of the -bait instead of the Jack, &c. 
therefore recollect in baiting for the snap, where the 
{looks lay outside the bait-fish, that they are so placed as 
%o easily clear themselves, so as the^ may get firm hold 
♦f the prey. 

Barb or Spear Hook. 




The shank of this hook is loaded with lead : one end 
of it is like a dart or harpoon, the other end a single 
hook. Introduce the barb or dart end, into the bait's 
mouth, and bring it put near the tail ; the lead is then in 
the bait's belly, and the hook just within its mouth, which 
must be sewed up with some white thread. I have noticed 
this hook and given a- <;ut of it, merely because they ar^ 
become scarce, the hook being generally rejected by all 
experienced trollers of the present day as not wcnrtb notice. 
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Dead Snap with three Hooks. 




iThis snap in fitted as foilovs ; take three hooks of the 
nize No. 2, and tie them altogether, back to back, firmly 
on one end of about twelve inches of stroiig gimp, lei 
th« other end be formed in a loop (see the cut) ; then 
provide a dead-bait fish, now take your baiting needle 
and hang the loop of the gimp to it, then enter the 
point of the needle in the vent of the bait (but do not 
penetrate too deep in the body of the bait) and bring it 
out at its, mouth, draw the gimp after until the hooks lay 
at the bait-fish's vent ; now pass over the gittip a bead 
^rop-lead, a,nd place it inside the bait's mouth, which mpst 
then be sewed up, and all is ready for fixing to the trolling 
line. Note. — This snap should be baited with a large bait 
^sh, either a Roach or Dace, say from six to eight ounces 
weight, and in extensive pieces of water, which contain 
heavy pike, (^especially at the time when the weeds are 
irotten or gon^) this snap so baited will be found effec- 
tive and Worthy the angler'is attention. 
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Dead Snap with Two Hooks, 




Fit this snap in the following .manner; tie two hooka of 
the size No. 1 very firmly to about twelve inches of stout 
gimp, which should have a loop at the other end ; now 
take a baiting needle and ^x it to the loop of the gimp, and 
enter the point of the needle into a large dead-bait fish's 
vent, (but do not penetrate too deep in its body, for when 
10 and you strike, the hooks are somewhat confined and 
do not ^x so firmly in Jack or Pike as if they laid nearer 
the skin, which is torn away with a strong jerk in strikmg) 
and bring it out at its mouth ; now ^x the lead in the 
bait's mouth iaind sew the^ same up (as described in the 
preceding article, baiting with three hooks) and all is now 
ready to fasten to the troUmg line^ (See the hooks^ and 
the same baited in the cut.) 
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Now having described varioiu and aa^many hooks, with 
the best way to bait them for killing Jack and Pike, as I 
think are worth notice, I shall next direct the reader how 
to choqi^^ iKe trolling line, rod, winch, &c. also discourse 
on the nature of bait fish f<Nr Jack and ^ke Cti(hing, point* 
ing out the reason why a Grudgeon should be preferred 
(generally) to a Roach, Dace, or Bleak, for trolHng with 
the ^rge hook, or for J^ive-Bait Fishing; also when 
Roach, Dace or Bleak, are useful baits, with . full directi* 
ons how to select the same, in respect to size, and to keep 
them alive during a day's fishing, or to preserve those 
which are dead fresh and sweet when going a distance 
from* home, either to troll with the gorge or Snap-Fishing; 
for which purpose, a proper bait kettle and box are recom« 
mended,' with cuts of the same, ;! 
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CHAP. V. 

Trolling Lines^ Winch and Thumh 

Winders, Bank Runners, 

Traces, Sfc. 




, No. 1, MULTIPLYING WINCH* 

No. 2, BANK RUNNER. 
No. 3, THUMB WINDER. 
No. 4, TRACE WITH THREE SWAN SHOT. 
No. 5, TRACE WITH DIP LEAD. 

TroUing lines are made of silk, and also of jsilk an4 
bair^ or mo-hair of various l^igths and strength, by plat<r 
ling or twisting several strands together. There is silk 
lui^^ of^eii india.twislj fo)d at t)ie Jfishiiig tackle shopt. 



Digitized by 



Google 



06 mvj'BmoiLUSK's oiriiiv. 



and at some of the china shops, and other shops in London. 
This india twist may 5e bought of knj length and degree 
of strength and fineness, at something less per yard, than 
ilfaal is mtoufactm-edift 4his country ; but it U tmieh infe- 
rior in sti^ongUi and Vi^lu^i^ bet^use.tt is full of gum when 
you first purchase it, ^nd after some liljtle wear and tear the 
gum is gone, the Ime theh soon untwists and becomes 
rotten, therefore very unfit for Jack and Pike fishing*. 
The platted Silk lines are the best for trolling, in every 
sense of the word, they are stronger than those which Are 
twisted — Let the twisted be made wholly of m&, or silk and 
hair, or mo-hair. Platted silk lines aroikhie less iHclii^ to 
kink tft tarigle than the twisted^ which every troUer knows 
is of some Consequence, therei^Mre my advice is to provide 
youri^lf with a platted silk lif^ (the colour immaterial) 
made of abotit «iglit strands, and in length from fifty to 
sixty yards. If yoto wish to make your line water-proof, 
dress it in thafpH^Witigmanner, lay the line in coils in a-large 
tumbler or bason, and pour as much cold double boiled 
linseed oil on it as to cover the whole, let it lay a few 
minutes, then take the end liast put in, and gradually draw 
all the line out of the tumbler or bason, and pass it through 
or wipe it with a pierce of wodlen cloth or fiaimel, which 
will make the surface smooth, and the whole line will be 
klike satuifated with the oil. HaMg th^ Mne Up fo^ a few 
d^yl in dry bif and it will then be fit fbr u^e. Note. Some! 
^olleM think this drenning a llAe causes its0dti^t6'rert> but I 
sm tydi 0f thbtopbikmrl tta4 4k lin^^ dressed te lens Iftely 
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to kuikle or stiek to 4be r<Mi ikei^ tbo9d withdut it^ aad 
abo Ihal (he drefjKcl line passes quidcer through the rkiga 
when you tiaake a .oa8t> in consequeiM^ "of itn notimbihiiii^ 
iBu^ watef , and (com ila kfeim^ a IHtle stiff; whenchooniig 
a windi) prefer ono without k lode or stop, and ahio 
|ho6e which are made to tie on the rod^ because you can 
ti^ oA such to any size, joint, or rod, or have them let in v 
grove and fastened by brass ferriis, which is not the caie 
with those made with a hoop and screw, for if the rod is 
too large to pass through the hoop, or the hoop too laf ge 
lor the rod, much inconv^iienGe is experienced; thoM 
Bsade to tie ou may also be fixed to the butt by brass fer-» 
rels wUch the tackle makers proyide ; some anglers keep 
th^ line on a wooden thumb winder, (see the cut figure 3) 
and others use a bank runner (see the cut figure 2) for 
the same plirpose, but I prefer a \^inch, beoauise I hare my 
line and rod mcare compact, and it enables me to troMi 
ever high sa|p9, rushes, bushes, &c. which are oilen met 
wiUi about the sides of rivers^ alid lai^ pieces of wat^^ 
And under the c6ver ot c^ade of sueh {daces Jack and 
Pike are often found. 

The angler having provided himself with line, winch, 
|(C. should now fit up some traces, (see the cut figures 4 
>ltnd 5) or get his tackle maker to do it for htm in the f^l^ 
lowing itianner ; take two pieces of gimp or trolling Ime, 
about l«ti inches each in lengthy ahd join them together 
l^y neatly and strtog» yriih a box swivd» thai tie on H^ 
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At the other end make a loop of the ghdp, xibserve thtf 
%oGk «wivsel shbuUi foe made very strong, partkalatly tfaiS 
Ifook part of it, because in puttnig on and off the loop«f 
gimp to which the hook briiodcs are tied, anglers (ftom the 
hurry of ^ moment) sonaotimei vine mcn« violence thail 
what is necessary, and besides when a heavy fish is hook^ 
ed, macfa stress is laidoii this swivel while kilfing it. 
f". . ■ ' - ■ . '•■■■: 

c When you use a live*bait for Xack fishings and a float 
4|n the ti^lling line, and to wUch line you fist traces, those 
traces must foe leaded so as to Kink Uie float to a certahl 
4}epth^ for which purpose you may use a dip lead or thsee 
4r ibur swan shots, the dip lead or shot should foe BxeA 
just idbove the hook swivel, as represented in the cut at 
the head of the chapter, (see cuts 4 atid 5.) When trolR^ 
ing wi^ the gorge hook or snap Ashing with a dead foaity 
Ho lead is wanted on the tiaces, foecause the gorge hook i# 
leaded on the shank, and alt hooks thai are ulied foaited" 
^th a dead bait in snap fishing, have a drop lead attached 
to them, which may foe seen foy a reference to the cuts ol 
them in chap. IV. 

t i fnakeit a rule always to have a spi^e trace or two if| 
tdy iadde book ready fitted, of trolling Ime, gbnp, ioA 
^mited gut, either for trotting, snap fishing. Or live-foait 
^l&ig^ that in icase of accident, I may lose no tkie ill re« 
>airi^gy>&e.*wheii:iat my sporty but leave that job for4r 
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laiiiy €lf^» M bqine* Iii die Bumpii^r rkne^ inrh^ ih< 
ir^ten gi^ low imd bright, from a ccMitinuanoe of djty^ 
freather, I haTeibunc) when I u«ed traced fitted with twist# 
^ gut, instead of gimp and hooks alsp tied to Iwiste4 
gut, that I have killed more Jack and Pike, either whei^ 
tr<4Iang with the gorge, or when live-bait filling, than \ 
^MjUi if I used gimp; this you are to observe is onl^ 
during the summer, when Jack and Pike are not much oi| 
the ieed and the water very bright, they then seem shj^ 
of coarse tackle ; but not so in winter and spring, for thei^ 
^y aire wellcm the feed, and the water generally 4K>mo^ 
^hat discoloured, at which time and sef^sons, I beUevi^ 
Jack and P^ke would take n baited hqoiki if it was ^ied tQ 
aloathii line or rope. Those anglers who object to th^ 
trouble of fitting up or using traces^, J!P^7^ ^^^^Vo^T. ^41 
both Jade and Pike without them, by simply fixing their 
baited hook-link to the trolling line, either with looping or 
by a draw bow knot. The angler who uses the knot should 
be careful and examine his line frequently, because the 
drawing and undrawing the said knot soon injures the line, 
and at that part where much strength is wanted, therefore 
a few inches must be cut off the line before it is too much 
used, or the angler will probably lose a Jack or Pike 
with hooks, gimp, &c. — Swivehrand traces enables the 
troller to cause his Ibait to have a twirling or^pi&iing mo* 
tion, which frequently stimulates a Jack or Pike to strike 
at it, and the playof the.swivel^also eases ithe stress 
on the rod while you are killing a heavy fisL Note. 
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If yoci Live-Bait fiiAi f<H*'Jaek dr Pike with a ioated line 
Urithout tn/tes, a dip lead is better than riiot to sink tbe^ 
float, because the float is first pat on tbe trofling line, then 
the shot below it on the said line, and when so done yoo 
tennot get the float oft again without the trouble of rei* 
moTing the shot, for they will not pass through either the 
j4ng or cap of the float ; but if you use a dip lead it is 
put on ^e line and removed in an instant. Dip leads are 
made of a longhiarrel sliape with a hole through them and 
^ kept ready for sale, of ranous sizes, by most of the 
fliihing tackle makers and shops in London : but if those 
Aip leads are not easily to be met with^ one or two small 
pistol bullets, cast with a hole through them, will be foimd 
a good substitute, although they do not look quite so neat 
<m the line as either split shot or dip leads. 
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CHAP VL 

jiods proper for TrotUnff or Jack and 
JPiheFUkmg^s cmdhaw to TroUmithaut. 
a Rod, with Direetions how to mend a 
Broken Rod — mth Cuts. 




A good trolling rod should be made of the choicest 
sXout and well-^asoned bamboo caae, in k»gtb it abocild 
linot be shorter than ^urteen feet, but sixtee^ k mor^ iei 
sirable, if your tackle*i»»k«r can AvfDisb ^aoe every w^jr 
fit ^^r the purpose of ^striking true^ and not ioo heavyt 
yet 8i«fficiei»tly strong. Wb#n troUiog with Ite gi>xt^ 
or live-*bait fishingi a lo^g jrod k necessary; to enaUe thit 
anf kr to drop in hi» baited hook o^er high sag$^ msh^^ 
&c. and also if thd water is bright^ he should then keepr 
as far away from it as he possibly can^ W'hich a long rodt 
enables you tM do» while dippk^^ caMiip^/ or spuuungi: 
your bait, for if either a Jack or Pike see you, it is vajr 
rare indeed that h^ will tken take your b«it. Ami again^ 
with a long rod you will be able to drop your basted 
book in soi^e very likely place for a Jade dr Pike to! by^ 
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such as a small hole, division, or clear place, among a 
bed of weeds, in a riyer^ or any oth^r water, where there 
are many w^eds: but if your rod is too shortrfor that 
purpose, your baited hook frequently falls short wh^i 
cast, or among the weeds instead of the open place, which 
3^u desire or wish it tp fall into, in such cfse, Jack or Pike 
are alarmed, and your chance of getting a run (a. run 
in Jack and Pike fishing is a bite) is lost, and frequently 
ihe bait is spoiled or much injured by catchmg or hang^g-^ 
to the weeds, you then have to bait your hook afresh, 
losmg time, &c. from such mishaps, you ^76, perchance, 
sometimes near loosing your temper, fotgeti^g that hope 
and patience support the fisherman. 

^ There is some difference of opinion among anglers about 
iike iHimb^ of rings necessary for trolling ^ods ; thos^ 
Krho have their Hne on a thumb winder, or on a bank fun- 
net, seldoni place more than two^r three rings on their 
yod, and others have only one large nng at the top ; but if 
t wiiich is used, there l^uld be a ring to every joint, ex- 
oept the butt, that is, fasten the winch to the butt, and let' 
thtitt Joint be without a ritig, and M the other joints, except 
thetop to have a ring, «ach made of double brass wire, Bxed' 
$0 as always to stand out, aiid nearly large enough to admit^ 
Ae top of your little finger ; the top joint should have two 
ringSj the top one nearly three times the size of the others,' 
(see the cut) this pi*events any obstruction to the line' 
Xipnin^y which is of material cpnsequeace; I hav^ twa 
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topA ;ta myti^oUiiig^Tod^y wbtch i- blw^js <^ry iwith me/iti 
<a#i) of famakiii^ one, Ac. one ik made very flexible i^ti 
iNodailKLa.wiialelx^ne (ap about two fbei long^ to tMii'ibi« 
4trai^ iAd flecarity. liiaiMiUTin^ on tfae woi>A pan as 
well as the large one at the wbaleboiie tif^V t^S'top i 
always use when trolling with the gorge bait, or when 
ibhing with.*th6» Hve-bak ; thd oth^r top is madte Vholly'-of 
sibut: wUdbone, about one foot long, this I onlyusi^ 
wh^ snap isfamg, which - it ia WjbU caicidat^ for by its? 
soperioirst«MB^thaiids(Mbe6sl : r . > ) 

Those adders who n&iiy object to ha^esach largie Hngil' 
^s I haycj des<^ribed iaatened on their rods; so as alwayi^ 
to stuud out instead of laying close to the riod, because 
they prev^t the several joints packing one wrthin another^' 
^iid in consequence augnients the bulk to be^aetrri^d goitfg> 
to aod fromlrolliiigycan have Auch rings, if they prefer' 
tfaesitdthose which lay close, fixed to metal fi^h^e)s,^ndBtd^' 
to fit each joint of the rod, which they may carry in theii* 
pocket, and put them on or off at the commencement and 
leaving IdfiT trolling CMT Jack fishing, efxcepting thie top joint, 
which with tfafe rings on Will ptck ia the but or krgeit» 
joint: of the trolling I'od, or' by. using "SiKSh rings and^ 
ferreb a Roach rod. may be used fqr trol&ig, leaving out : 
the wBak top. joint, ^opae.an^l^s tusie^a fewjdntall brass' 
curtain rings sewed to loops of leatbier, and pass the. loop' 
over each joint of a stOi^t wa^ng*cane^ rod^ made^with^ 
long joints^ and without rings, the rings hanging outwards^ 

D 
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mny «ec ia tlieifiaiiibgvtiickte uh^nyr^pA^ted'Of^gmiycikm 
ineMift«ofke0piiigtQgQttiertb««Mlei^ ofha^wmA 

#thercoaitnpa:£ahiiig^0id9» i* . •. ; r: ^t 

h^Sotnefeir angffenilron>ithdut liobd^ bniysittitig a^polt 
«i?iiti^k^<.wlth ikJporkeeL top ;;.they>c8trry'tfieiri line ni « bank, 
luooel* «c1a luoodiirnddi'; aAeri biiimg .tfie hdblqmiidJet^ 
tiDg out a proper length of liae^'jdle^tfatbtjnMi^ dM^ibrfe 
of the stick or poll under the line, about a yard above the 
baAtedi]|ook/f«iHl^«i obeda.aoflt^ oiMt d)sd<i^ittia% ^se 
te slidrlbrk lxil>hoitt>ithe iiiie^very l^o. the ^high«a|g8, 
ffWlbei»<t>r.>fcale«eK>|}lierinay iiiiped^ Aek progress. Thk 
mnJk fii) Jktkgf^vPjish Fifhimg '^nt be resorled iaby^ an 
SAgler Iwko iMjn be lU a' walei^ 'whi^ |woaiia^ vfKA'ty aad 
^1«ii|^r|imatciy,4^withoQi a proper cod.; ufiless thiiMp^t^ 
pai|s^,i, tfaildc f(Uf.lM»gkt9.J^^ tn>ll or fiahibr Jbicker* 

, t QaV«Bg disooun^d^ X bppe, bodb pUiufy and '«ufficietitfy > 
cm J|;«)iQk8;^4iaet^ and vdd8,oi.|(hiiUnow pi?ooeed to direct ^le- 
reader ; how Jtot select 'th«: b»it«Qd moat ptbper bi^for 
trdliag^brJkckMikig^ daring the difibrent.aeasons of the 
year;: but 1 bdie?e it wttl be bM first ^ gtye him dhrec« 
tkmahaw to repair a broken rdd, m ca8ei>f sueh anacci- 
dent oeouringy espeoiaUy wUle at his sport. 
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^" -^ Mmiiing h ^Broken Rod. 

m 




tf jon rftcmld.' have the mU^lbHiiiie to break. your rod 
iiiiile fishmg/Tepair it in the foUoiriiig mann^ : cut the 
hroken ends with a slope, (seethe cut) so that they may- 
hy 'itmooth ind close together, theii Ibimt' th^m tbgetfaor 
trith soilte' strong silk' or twine, Wasted ^kh ahb^^aker^^ 
wajt; (k irbu may ttsfr ' wajf-^ndii ■ sfefclSr.' as ^blet« *4Ximk^ 
Ate» iHii;^t^g:in to bitid the W<$tured >arti( 4<^girthei^,» 
^out 4^0 ^iitdies aWe th^'imd&iiEi'lIifereofy^nfMtkitogtW 
hps ilbdiit a«({iiarteir of an ind^lelpart/iattlJoOKifalltdf «o to 
blndUwb'ihbhes jbelow the iif^iddle o^^m ififtdei^^^^^ theft 
whip'Oir bind'ilack agaiiito the pirt %i whi^jfott began^ » 
nowbind' or Whip do^^ itg^in^ keej^i^ the la][>pliftgs.cIote 
togt^tber VMil yon eome'^to; with& tbtt# ^ilVe tuini»of the 
two 'ii^clfei^^b^lowllKe middle ofChef ftftctiireynttw lay the 
f(tfrefi^hgi5r'*yf ybiir ieft-.hand over the rod; ^s^ the cut) 
then iritl^yoafTight^iaria makefoiirWflVe boWs Orhoqps 
over the finger of your left-hand with the silk «f iHMktever 
D 2 
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^ THE T&OIXBll^a GUXPE. 



you are mending the rod with, and pass the end of it be^ 
tween the imderside of your left-hand finj^ tfnd the rod, 
(see the cut) now draw away (gradually) your left-hand 
finger,. and with yotar righr htmd fingor and thumb take 
hold of the second from the top of tbebows or hoops and 
draw it tight, which will make jDie first ifovr or hoop lay 
close and secure over the^broken rod« JLhfiOilxaw tha^ird 
which will secure the second, and* so on till all lays smooth 
and close to tht last tpniy to fasten and &x which, take 
the end of the' Waxed iiilk or twine, which lays under the 
bows or hoops just described, and draw it upwards till all 
bys smooth ajld tights iheil «ut <)fi*- tl^^pare part Mid &11 
will bedfast and-strodg This way of lpend^^g and fasten^ 
ing off, withocit tying, is called the hidden or invisible^ 
knot. If you mend a broken rod at home, spread a little 
aoftened sboe-tnaker's wax <>n each «)ope of the broken, 
rod^.b^foire youb^id the parts tog^ther» and it /jirill in* 
crease the security of the bro|^e|i purts* When you have, 
ocoasiob to mend a small joint of a iod« then a bodkin or a. 
disgorger should be used» insteadof the left-band finger, be- 
cause the bodkin or d)uig<nrger does not require that the bow • 
or hooped wipping should be so large as if pas^ over i\m,' 
fiDge?) aiKl in con$e€|uence tbereof are with less difficulty ■ 
drawn and ccmfined to their proper places ; when the bod 
kin or disgorger is used, you pass the waxed silk or twine ; 
through the eye pf either of those instrumeiUs, whicli 
enables you to drs^w from under those bows or hoops 
before described* . 
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HOW MENDED. .^37 

This is the best \^ay I can describe or direct the angler 
how to repair a broken rod,^vhich J[ have illustrated by 
a cut, for when at a distance froqn home^ &c. he should be 
prepared to remedy such an accident. 

For further information I wot|ld recommend bim to ask 
an experienced angler or his tackle maker, to show him 
how to tie on a hook to hair, gut, or gimp, and how, to 
ipend a. broken rod, which may be communicated to him 
in much less time than. I have consumed in writing on the; 
subject. The facility with which the angler who. resides 
m the metropolis can get his tackle fitted or repaired,, 
makes him indifferent about the matter, but tliose who 
cannot avail themselves of such assistance, should cer. 
tainly make themselves acquainted with the subject. 




DACE. 
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CHAP. vii. 

■■»'■■■ 

Baits for Trolling or Jack Fishing y and 
hon) ta select 6r chase tlieih. 

The fish which Jack and Pike chiefly Yee3 on, are 
dudgeons, Roach, Dace,' Bfeakj^ Minnows, and small 
Trout and Chub; they' will' certainly take aiiy other sort 
of fish Tench excepted ; (see the reason for this opiniou 
in the observations on Jack, &c. in chap. X.) they will 
even feed on their own species, and occasionally attack 
the Perch, notwithstanding its formidable back fin. But 
when the angler can get a sufiicient number of Gudgeons^ 
Roach, or Daoe> of a proper sise, either alive or very fresh, 
to bait his hooks with, he may rest assured that he pos« 
sesses the be^t baits for trolling or Jack fishing that the 
waters produce. Among those three choice baits theGud*- 
geon is the most*useiiid;^eitfawiWtrolliBg; with the gorge 
book, or in Li ve^Bait Fishing; fpr in trolling the Gudgeon 
spins better in the water, from the rotundity of its shape, 
than Roach or Pace, and it is also thickei: in its body, and 
therefore ^e, Jack or ]Pike when they strike at it, are not 
00 likely to feel the lead in its belly or throat; the Gudgeon 
is also a very cleian feeding fish* and is always so sweet, or 
yf^ flKYcmredi^ that tb^ experieqced an^er knows when 
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jBaok or Pik^ itrike a Oudg«on/ th:ey'4e«i^«eIdom blow it 
oat-of thdr^sioutha itigviiiiinsteai} of poiibhiiig^ it, ths^ at^ 
othcir*tiaitv The iuun^ feasos^ hoi^iti respect efLive^ 
Baiti Fijihiiig; :«9d^ further^ that. Gudg:6oi»A win> Mttt 
MffOilg^, andiHW^aili^eridn^ttie'bcM^ tkah^tAtiy o^v^finh; 
atidfls^ ki^p4oW Itilh^ -vnUes*, '^her^af Roa^ Datte aqd 
paii&^ilarljr BkakJ 'efideavoiir to l«a<;ht'or- sf^ tfe^ ike 
Borface of ^ l^^oratepj and if t}ii« iacfc or Pike foBofws and 
Lthe ai^r^/ih^ generaHjT^Teftise iM^bttikaad i«iiir^.l 



1 rflA)^ tiej^t be<^ bai^l «$»^M)st< iif «{di»^ ftlMJ^idtit^ltg^d 

i^6iic« td^^€«i«%0oii;<- Ui^ bcAii ^|i«^o bh^^ia 6(td|^e6n; 
iloai^^or ^de fo)r Jtp^liirige^tlf Ihe g^ej or^in Live^Bak 
Piihilig^iJtfdfi^Pikey id.iiKAIt'({1r«rii9c^ «i lieljgth^/ bm 
when yotf go impttsUngi&Mrghf hiikHs^^l^efBMe^he^ 
^tiMtJfltekorPitee'V(r^fre<|ti^4:f (iefxeiilaitg^b^Cy though 
Ih^jrr'will ,ia>t ^pKKCit^'^ii tdi^^s-'ktebsin^gameifortbo 
^cnqgt^roHemori Lm-^atl! Fisher ^ but ^iib^:(iQ'wi^'jth0 
snap angler^ because the instant the Jack or ^k^ strikes 
his bait, the angler, with a strong jerk, fixes the hooks into 
«i(herP,ike on Jack; and aS':^^' large baitniftiiMlstvfittcacikig, 
oficonrse^tbe aiidptiiBhaRiAioUM ptetj^&'tn'iL so^l one.. : 

The next bait in value to Gudge<ituh^i»lf-fio<M(h are 
Dace and Bleak; if you cannbt procure any of those four 
baits, you may take any small fish (Tench excepted) you 
€^n procure^ and with any of them you may kiH Jack or 
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Pike/< But Note — If you, erei* ude- sr Jack l<2ir It baii, ft 
4)ould not exceed half a ^imd in w.ei^t ; andiif you b»il 
ypiir.'hopk wkh a Perch, be sure to cut away the back fiu 
yery close to the back befow you begin fivhiiiig witli k. 
I have kiUed Jaok in the poi«)s in Tilneiy Park, Wanstead, 
by batting.8nap hookf with. a smelt, and also with a sprat ; 
this iias happened in the winter nionthi}, at whijch seasoi^ 
Jack and Fike are much distressed fos food in ponds, and 
Ih^ve been told they haye been killed by baiting with ^ 
small sized fresh herring of which, I doubt not. Jack are 
^lao s^motiiEDei taken in ponds and Other stiU waters, (but 
seldom in ri^rs) by b^Hing ^ith a'lite fcog, to do wbieh« 
put the loop of the gimp into the frpg's mouUi and draw 
it put. at its gUlsi then draw the hook (which should be aii 
eel hook) into the mouth, and tie pnd of its hind legs toth^ 
gimpy and i^Q is r^ady to &x tp ^he trollipg line;. If you 
9)se a fi;og fpr liive-^it Fishing, ueie; a Bingl^ No« 4 or & 
book, and ^± it to the side of the. frog's lip, or rather 
through it,, the frog will live a long time in the water an^ 
•wim. strongs ^ . ^ 

, Trusting the reader is sufficiently acquainted with the 
materials for Trolling, w^ will immediately proceed to the 
practical part of the art of taking Jack and Pike with 
rod, line and hook 
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TROf^TNG WnU'TMS GOiUBB. 4^ 



(yHAp. Vdi; 



Aec^mpamed* ^ with IHtectiam^ horn ^ 
i^ 'ckst';tke hatted 'G&r^e' Hw^k, and 
tD^i^e,; %6n{ if(^^t4M^^^^ P}ko, to 
land ^nd unhook themxiSfCi ,.. 

*»W ^»W fc^^?jvw*id^f J»/#rpjl^5jy^ ^lu, and 

in^Hfjpgf^etA^Qok pf^|trolliipg4^cj^l§^se^^ Wjtjfigqire a. 
Cbw-tilt^ i^m^!^; rfji^wf«^% or:y^iqi¥idBi^»5f?WtiDg ^ 

%i*f AbK^ml te9»c ^i*!;l^l!^j^q^ftrb;fe^i^^}v> j^^ well 

ha«d ^<}e). h|e>%d plafjed:^ \^§4m hpoks^^^tojMeles^ 
cW»^ ^t»Ko jijMi^tedrod. My lypiipjg.frieiid': W^^0^^^li v^rj 

pefpeivi^g.^is i^ipajyienfjeip^^^^^ ^^i^J Jfp^i^but Uttlo 
time in x?.0|iy)limpntmg;,hitn<)i:^4he[ p.un^Vf^4X.{f ^JW keep- 
if^, tiietjtjme a^^ed ontQ /q^ej^^aiid on bis baving all. 
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mom ^m<DMiiaiB«s iDAtr^ 

'Aecompanied with Directions horn ) 
to chst'tke baited 'Gar^e' Hi^)^, and 
ir^^e; )^ow? fqjake^j^ck or Pffie, to 
land emd unhook them%i8fCn) . 

,v4?H)ut,,nipe ;o^clock ijn,.)b^> ji^onth gf^.Octolj^! 18^18,/ 

Wflt^r;Q^,;a g^od colour ii-^TyaJlj;;^ |t^ ^he^^>re^J^^^,^,wJI?.^e 
by .ftgpoint](dent.Ijinef a^.f o^ng j^^ifr,. wiVh«i(}^ye»Mw;k 

iQJHfip^^ ^ book of txollingl^cklL^f^i^anllte (^ut.ngure 2. 
QlhfP'i)lt5r/Ponsisiiijg of.;hDvJi%, of varioya^ «i^^^^J^ai,tiiig' 

*PjJ AbKtvft;bP=E with Mf a dQji^.brfU/jft*!i m;t,;\vell; 
fl^j^l^^ yf^\f, brasij and >inam^>jj >ckbt, ((^ the left 
ha^d ^id^), hfejiad placed Et laB^jng hookiii^^e^'to.'ATteleA- 
cs^ t»wo ji(;ttnt6d rod. ^J^iyp^P^jfrieiid-: ya^^j^i^jg v^rj 
WWiiQusj^r ft>r my arfivftl^Oi^jlfjoJai^^^^^ found 

it isjfyf.npt^^^jtiui^ the^oift^Xlfi^S*^ l^^'"^^^»b9^®^^'^•' 
time in A?.o|»plimpntmg;J;«inx)i^4}^8 puuS^^ keep-* 
ii\g. tbej^tinqie agf^ed on 49 ;i;eui^ , and on bis having all; 
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'Aecempanied' ^ with Ditectians homi 
to dhst ';tke baited 'Gcfr^e' Hookj and 
tcJ^^a; 'how ^t/ihe^^ph or PiUe, to 
land €^nd unhook themxtS^Cfi . 

v4lK>ut„pipe iO^lopk ifi,.)kl^qi ji^ontjli ^f,. Octol^^ . ISjlS,' 

W^t^r;(^t3i gooi coloun;I')T5raflj;i^ It^ ^he-^^e^J(^jji,jp.^J^^e 
by *ftppoint](iaent.I,nief ^ f o«ng /fjr^r,. will|«(}^ye»i|tck, 

QhWi)lii) [,PPtisi?*iDg; rfjjtBQcrfc^ o/jy^pift^^fe^^^^^ - 

ha«d ^id^> h|e ji»d plafje^rq l%f <teli; hp©ki^,fe?e^'to»Meles^ 
qoyfie t»]ro j^^i^ted rod. ]tf jfiy^iiPjg .|rie»|* ya^^j^i^^ v^rj 
WWPjwJjr ft)r my arfivftl^^j^jflqjifi^ found 

it vii^nfiijfp't^iif^ the-^mt^Wfiagn^ t^'in^t;}^8wever,4 
pfjrpeiviflg^is ivipatjeBpevtif>^.^l}©^ 'jf??^'^^ ?fP^Rkk"^ ^^^^^ 
time in A?.o|nplimpnting;,biin<)t^:^hg pun^u^ifX^^fjJjit keep^ 
i|\g. tlie!,tjme ag^^ed on^Q n{9ui^,cmd on bis bavingall; 
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44 THE THOLTDER^S GIJiBi. '' 

the necessary tackle^ bait-fisb^ ^cij^the best order, but 
immediately directed him to proceed in the following 
manner. 

First put your rod together, ^x the joints one within 
tfaie other irmly,' and mind while so doing, that the tu%| 
ou the different joints are in a direct lin^ with each ot^ner 
to the large ring at the top, by which means the line from 
tlie winch will then run in a straight direction, consequently 
much more free than if the rings were in a zig zag oir 
crooked line ; noW ^x the winch about the middle of the 
butt of the rod in a line with the rings on the other joints, 
and draw some of the line from the winch passing it* 
through every ring, and out of the top large one ; now' 
continue to draw as much line, as about half the length of 
the Tod to the end of the line, and fasten your trace with' 
a draw slip knot ; Very well ; bait a gorge hook irt the 
following manner : — ^take a baiting needle and hook the^ 
curved end of it to the loopof the gimp, (to which the hook 
is tiied) then introduce the point of the needle itAo th6 bait 
ffsh^s mouth and bring it out at the middle of the fetk part 
of its tail, the lead will then be hid inside the bait^s belly, 
and the shank of the hook will lie inside its mouth, the 
barbs and points outside turning upwards ; to keep the' 
bait steady on the hooks, tie the tail part of it just above 
the fork to the gimp with white thread, or through the 
fleshy about half an inch above the tail, incircling the gimp, 
the thread passing under itnd over it, and ^en fix it to tke^ 
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. . TO 9 AST THE flAIT* ,- M 

loop-swivel of the trace, and all will berei^y for casting i^ 
search of Jack or Pike ; (see the cut chap VI.) now taki^ 
the rod in jour righ^ hand, and rest the. butt end of j^ 
a^aint the lower side of your stomach or the upper part 
of your thigh, and with ypur leilhand draw a yardnujore 
of the trolling line frpm the winch, which you must hold 
lightly^ until with a jerk from tbeTijght arm you cast tb^ 
baited hook in the water, (see .the cut of trolling witl^ thi^ 
gorge) when the jerk is, given let the line which you hold 
ii^ the left hand pass from its hold gradually, that the 
baited book may not be checked whe» bast out by holding 
the ^ne too fast, or that it may fall short of where you wish 
to place it, whiph it will do if you let go of it altogetheir 
inuiiediately you have made a jerk or cast from the righ) 
arm. . i 

• ' ' • • ' .. * 

' By noticing* these ob^tervatioas, and With a little piiactic^ 
you may wilihout labour, cast a biaited hobk ib many yards: 
distance^ and almost to an inch of the spot' you think: 
Hkely to hatbour a Jack or Pike* Many anglers troll with, 
the rod held in their band, instead of letting the butt end. 
rest against them, but they cannot cast out their baited 
hook when so carrying the rod, with so much precision,: 
nor with'so little exertion as those who rest it against theor^ 
stomach or thigh. Now you have every thing ready, cast! 
in th^ baited hook just over and beyond that candpckr 
weed; let the bait sink, nearly to touching the bottom ;l 
now dra^ it gradually upwards till it is near the sui:-; 
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ttiid'afe^' /jftdeTito ihif '?^ a^ieft^ iet-ft^imlc tf]^m*khd 
frA^^lt'irp ifloriWy/iartid*yt^p*B&ct: a iktie ffein ttie Wifer; 

fdftliel' btft /"Virjf^- wen f 'ftaW itid' iji(ilr;%s %efoTfe^, to th^ 

-Wt^ 4i\Vti^ attttlfeV' plafee'V aye hereh'scHf^Yt place, on 
Aiy Wdfa, te'irha i^HsWr blwerye^tKtrsag^^hd i^sIiestiW 
VefyHlilcfcJifia'i^SSfcl/'n^rPr rfn^odtiff^thk'Send'OT bay of 
^'^^i^/cLtan^m were afe' a W*w^s 1^ thejr^ not 
^pij^itf-t^ryiHWroh^, etoiiuhcf <hihfeVi?e ^hdr^^^dy- k^iniy 
tt^bflg^ietto'iglt ^tb %fee|f' thW ^ter 1iVe!y$f *ow jWIt on a 
Ir^ -^Sai^ a'cWdfce oiiPe; iali M felP«dfe;>tit*^!e thb 
gudgeon ; I think this spot deserves every attention. No^ 
cast in your bait about two yards beyond those sags 
^Kreotly' oppciitte wtier^ I now stawd \ f ery wtfU ;i that is a 
nbaft ;afid fail- .tt»ow??.di«aW up slowljr ^and «areftiUy; 
s<Mn6thmgr.hlur «n€it<$h'^ or pulled yonr tihe 'v^entty yon 
iay/ Srlito^ y WiVha'T^ a*i^uii)^lo'Wr Ihej^xitet of your 
A>d tbw^rd 'ih^ 'lirat^r, '^itA it ^ isai^& t^e dr^' tile line^ 
ikrkli^oiir yft1ia^d^tradu^%fr6^ %)^ yafimh, Oiat toothing 
Ii]i(y4aip0de thdUtHeti&dtnWifinSn^ l^ei^; er^cheick t&e Jack 
or Pll^;^^EHteif*6iflO'iilt*^tfeei6lhife«^ 6f ? Vrtii<*^^ il^i a/^ei*tainiy 
Ua« takiki^ybnr Ijiiis^4l0idk ; 'ali« th^Mi stof» ;J«e6herhafr 
«bt i^^6t<e ihkfi tW<^a#d6 oPKne^Hii, thfereforeyoii found 
lilmsilli^nte; W^^I(yhiy\^^l)e^seerhiE^ hail laki^ still ^ereii 
iiiin«itt»ii f^^ll^ but ^iFe'U^liti^Mbt^ patience; oh^ 
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moif I «0e liif) Km tim^ ^ sll is Tight;' ^ tke ^matmi''^ 
aod k^p. thQ: pqitu .of. (^jourcn)€l aiUtlli vUntAi/^ IMr vluhair* 

fiddle jiof ^^Ife: .riy<^»{9t|^ ii^ena^tioQHnwI.jta i6i\xf<^\fam^ 
>^ 8fy he:f0^sjliea^j^«n4 ftrupilow?; allTiMgrlitjyfai% 
h^y^ M^fhf^:i»lh:€(¥iA'$.tAi> laeetberrii ftomci imrjrr 
4|r^g-i$ftQdockiweed&'u imuft, and he appeai^^tteKip^ttai of 
filMt^ig ^ih ;rtij^a]id.4iiniiim ib; 

4)€kt;l^i|^t^ad of the rig^ty^ and^lead hinr l>MDj#o(.t)^ 
|Mci^ iHo^i ^wbactee he started. Thai is : still' fertunate^ ^ ' 
taunitf l^ind^^' fth» liow. be.JBtrikesbff a|^aiii;'Jinon)r^>well, 
^. hilti^'^ iwm mij^di}dt% in again r 'aj^aii ^haiff off; 
!|e^y;:;fteady«;( imdd^ your.. line ;dQf ncA tKitfea^dt by. 
l(€«pit)g!U^pa4igbt QDi yauTtfish ; now :hel niafaoa -shorier 
jnuitMQrSf afid.|tecaiB«niidin6d to eonie jiiMsh0i%^<}inevy w«Il ^ 
yoU^-ivtfiy^QeiiiftiKiodirand faolda littk tightehr on^himi anit 
fi^lltMie3RiU4illQiii^3i5u"tp raise; and* ^lufwr him^ bat be' 
iSdfhdelMi ajtti.diarefifi^titfaatjs.well doikeq fnM»e:he<is^a4sh' 
ifjOrth b^&Xigi'Mt; k&o^ atssa^dy, and haTie your lioe all- 
ffe0>for M jH^iUtfoea ah<^ time now be mdre<mlent tHan 
eWv' Tfyjand lead/hiin downtoyeaopehingi at^>tirhich' 
p)ac(e» 1 9fi^ib^^fB^t9,\itimBfjtyoii li'level'witk^^ 'Marsh, 
(a famous place indeed >to land a fishyfeq^eciaHyifUbean- 
gl^ i$) ^iomB : and . without a landing hook )> he seems a 
gopd d^ vmktvk^t yet the 4^er is not lall pasted; qow 
drair him nearer the^ AorO) and agatn-i^^tf wnd difrei him 
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%)itMefireih mlr ; «b, now he is ftngrjr and growing' desJ 
peirate;: but keep steidjr, for I thmk wid are afi oveir rights 
9ee h<^ hd extends Mb monstiioiia jaws, ^hewing^ his iiume-> 
rolls teeth, Ted giik, and cfipaicious throat; obs^nrie how hd 
fihakes: his head and Qkngs hiniself oyer and Out of the 
watery ^t if he wks determined to bri^ak and destroy th«f 
gtrcm^r^t tacklie; :buti steady; keep ^U dear und'fti^e. 
Nowlmng; him.neiar a^ore again; still he shakes himself 
tiolentlj, and has thrown another sofmerset in the^air; It i» 
all ^eiy well ; give hhn a few turns more'atid h^ will b^ 
lame enough ; now d^a^ him ^se in shore ; I s6e h^ if^ 
quite exhausted, and floatis motionless on his side; hold hitf 
bead a little up, that the jaw or gills do not touch or hai^ 
to a weed'; that is it; now grailp l^iia with both hands^ 
just bdow the h^ad and shoulders belttnd the gills, and' 
hoist or chilck. him a few yards on the grsiAS; well done ; 
^ttd a handsome fish you •haVe for your piins; it is a. 
female Pike> J see^ and in excellmit condttioiij wnd l\ 
believe it weighs eight pounds,' at least. N<r(r, tny'bby,^ 
bag. the fish^rand put on another baited hook,^, I would* 
have you recollect, it frequently happenl^ that you wiir 
find a braiceof Pike^ in such a pla^e as this^ of a similar 
siz0) though of different sexesi After a few throws, my^ 
young aQglei^ had another run> and was Ibrtunat^ enough 
to lull the fish, which, proved a hiale Pflce, seemingly withi." 
in ihalf a pound weight of the f^nhale* During the re-* 
ma^et of this day*s trolling, we bagged a third fish, about t 
four j^nds weight; I thexi said enough, do ^ not distress 
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. ^he water; ve now withdrew to a comfortable inn, on the 
riyer side, for refreshment, and while taking our wine» and 
at other opportunities, I gave him further information on 
trolling and Jack •fi9hing, which the reader oiay fiqd in thifi- 
and the following chapters. 




TROLLING CONTINUED. 

When trolling for Jack or Pike, make it a rule to keep 
as far from the water as you can, and always commence 
by casting in search near the shore side, ^ith the wind at 
your back ; but if the water and weather is very bright, 
fish against the wind; after trying closely, make your 
next throw further in the water, and draw and sink the 
baited hook, drawing it straight upwards near to the sur- 
face of the water, and also to the right and leil, searching 
carefully every foot of water, and draw your bait with 
the stream^ . because you must know that Jack and Pike 
lay in wait for food with their heads and eyes pointing 
up the stream, to catch what may be coming down, there 

E 
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' fore experieticeSJ troHers^ilsh a riv^r or fetream ckrv*ti, ' 6r 
' otJIfqdely across ; but the inconsid^i'ate as fi'^tienlty twAl 
" agaittst the streaiii, which is improper, because they 'then 
' di*aV iheir belted hdok behind feither Jack or Pike, When 
they are stationary, instead of bringiiig it befoi'e his eyes 
and mouth to tempt him. Note.-T^Be particularly care- 
ful in drawing up or taking the b&xtefd hook ^ut of the 
water, not to do it too hastily, because yOui^ll find by 
experience thj\t the Jack or Pike* strike or seize your bait 
more fr^quentl^- when you are drawing it -ftp waVds, than 
when* it is isinkiog. A tid «dso,* ffil^ther dbserve, that when 
drawmg your bait tip V?&tds, if you 'octeasionaHy shake the 
rod it will cause the -bait - to spin and twirl aba6t, which 
is very likely to attract either Jack or Pike. 

In the bends of rivers and those parts out of the rapid 
currtint Jackalid lPiKe:generi3ly lay, 'sltad also 'where* there 
ate mafty ^eeds, and Wheln'Jrdu fi^d a' hole or operiiiig 

* between (hem, theri cautibusly^drop in yOur bttitied hook, 
and if ybu' feeMn this or*gny bthef place a suddeii tug or 

"* snat(Jh (Which is a bites br rim) give litte ati before direct- 
fed,- and when the Jack or Pike cefetses ta take or "run otit 
ybur line and' lay still, do not strike iniei^9 time than ten 
hiiniites after, fbr if you strike too sbon,' you have little 
bhance, but if the' Jack or ]Pike has potkihed, he caWot 
get away, if he is Hot struck for an hour after he hks 
taken the Bait; but if thfey shake the lihe hhd' hibve, 
after 4hey have remained still three or fotir mihiites,. you 
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-may oondvdeitlie iMb- hft^tpoucbed Xfae bait, and feels, ti^e 

r<fao64n/ tfaenr 'Wind iup« your flack line landatcike^ but npt 

^inotentljy 3 and «l^va|rsi rmind to ke^p ..the point . of yoqr 

-f)0d a^ftitde caised while yoih are ^plajriQg and killing yoqr 

"ith^von .the. other handy if you have a run, and.the fi«h 

•tlay8«lil) foe a« mitiQte or^BQ, and moves a little way^apd 

vttopsy and. perhaps; meyes a tbiird time^ dont strike, for 

>.heJiasnot;yet)'pou9hed,^ but let him remain ten minutes, 

£w>perhaps he may bedistorbedflby alarger fish making his 

appearance, and in comequence he first endeavours to 

get away, fearing the larger will dispossess him of his prey : 

• tktfefore ia f ueh caaesat u the safest way to give |ime or 

• ptitbn attoap hook. 

When you have^ a run, and the fish lays still, and you 

• are disposed to l^y your rod down, be careful so to place 
it that nothing can impede the winch and line actipg 
freely, and stand handy to act as circumstances may re- 
,quire, for sometimes a heavy fish when he feels the hook, 
•will make a sodden emd most violent rush towards the 
middle or up the river, and in an instant, rod, winch, and 

^ all are drawn into the water,, or the line broke. 

Wheayou have hooked or played a fish until he is 

• quite weakened, and there is high sags or rushes before 
you, or you are on a high bank, the safest way to land 

, your prjze, then is, by fixing a landing hOok in him, either 
through his Ups, or under his lower jaw; because while 
E 2 
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lifting up a heavy fish, if he istraggieft, he is very Ukelj to 
break either rod or line ; or^robobly his poudi may draw 
out and you thereby Idse your |mce. A hook of this 

; kind you should always carry with you ; the most port- 
able are those made to sdr^w into a two jointed telescope 
rod, (see the cut in chap. 1 ) wliich I betieve all the prin- 
cipal fishing tackle shops keep ready for sale. You may 

' carry this landing hook very conveniently slung to the 
inside of yoiir jacket or coat, on the left side thereof 

' having a narrow lohg pocket made to receive it. 

Observe when TrolUng, liive-Bait Fishing, or Snap 
Fishing, you should bait the hook the last thing, that fB, 
after you have put the rod, line, &c. together, because 
it is essential to ofier the Jack or Pike a bait exceed- 
ingly fresh and sweet, also make it a rule to put a fresh 
bait on when you find the present one is torn, or becomes 
water sopt, and be careful to remove any piece of Weed5&c. 
that may have hung to a bait before you cast in again, 
for Jack or Pike will seldom take a stale ot sopped bait, 
nor one on which hangs weeds, grass, or any thing else, 
and when you go for a day's trolling with the gorge, pro- 
. vide a tin box sufficiently large to hold six fish baits laying 
at their full length, and put under, between and over them 
some clean bran, which will aibsord the moisture from their 
bodies and keep them sweet for a long time; and they will 
also remain longer firm and stiff. I generally use a square 
tin box, with hinges and a slip clasp, of the following 
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Amenmoai^ riz, from Jeven to eigiit inches long, about fit6' 
inches broad and two deep ; the inside of the box should 
be divided into three or four parts by slips of tin that fall 
into grores -(see the cut) ; -by placing the ^baits in those 
divisions It keeps them straight^ and by sprinkling them' 
well with bran, (which abs(Hi>s the moisture of their bodies) ♦ 
the bftit» wMI keep ef-tkeic natural shape and r^miin sweet. 
The troiler who takes the trouble so to preserve his baits, 
will find his success greatly exceed those wfio carelessly 
wrap their bait fish up in paper; the box for baits should 
be japanned, otherwise .it soon , becomes jausty, ac^ then 
requires much trouble to keep it in a clean state fit to 
receive bait fish. Note. A large size sandwich box (sold^ 
at all the principal tin shopsy)with the addition of the 
sliding partitions, makes an excellent bait box. By taking 
out those partitions the box is easily cleaned, which should 
always be done immedietely after you return from • 
trolling. • 




When I have been obliged to start early in a morning' 
from town to a distance^ for a day's trolling, I have pack-' 
ed n^ baits the last thing over night, and sprinkled them 
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wHb a little sak; as'w«U a« wkhibramao^ tboiigjit it'k6p|i% 
th^m longer, and in a ' better state- for .um. - 

Wheii you are irolliug witk thet.gprg9riy<>u- will find.; 
tkat either Jack or PikewiU iometittesHakie ^o«w biutx 
eagerly, and hold it seYeral- miDuteft by/ its body/acroi*' 
their moilith (f^e the cut beliQw).ii«d'.thett:> thtfow^yidnofp^'^ 




6k* bk> wit from them instead of pouehing it; you pOMlbly* 
try another kind of bait and" cast in agiam, ypahaveta'ruiH» 
but you are disappointed, the Ja^zk or Pike will not pouch^. 
the bait, but drops it; whenthis occuc^^jyou may be. 
aflsured the fish are more on-theplay thaa'^on^-the^feed;^ 
this being the case, convert your gorge to a snapi'.in 
the manner directed in chap. IV . the dead snap with four 
hooks, and you will generall^^ succeed in t&king or killing 
the tantalizer. 

Note. Among my trolling taekle- 1 always carry with 
me two or three pieces of stick ali^ut three inches long, to 
use as a gag when I have hooked either Jack or Pike in 
the throat, I clin then^ eaflily get my- hook away without 
cutting' or disfiguring the Jack or Pike; (supposing. tho^ 
hook' to be a fdvorito one, aadl prefer Using it teantjr^ 
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^ther) by gaging his mouth open^ and then with a disgorger 
about nine or ten inchp»Jpng,: ^hicb^you may have made 
either of ivory, brass, or iron (for the common bone 
disgbrgers are not long enough for the troll^r^s purpose) 
I get away the hook, and save my fingers from the fish's 
teeth ; but if the Jack or Pike has pouched, the better 
wnytfafflK to unhook hii|i is to make anx)peBiog in hisibelly^ 
and carefully cut away the parts to which the hqoks 
bang, and draw the hooks and gimp out of the op>eningj 
if this operation is done neatly, and it is very easy so to 
do with a sharp pointed knife, the Jack «r Pike will be 
very little disfigured. 

In landing h^avy Jack or Pike, it is Jbest to use a landing 
hook, or to gpsp^them firmly with both hands just below 
the gtlU, for though it is generally recommended to press 
your thumb and finger in their eyes and so. lift them, yet 
I have known many instances of good fish being lost by 
this method, for if they struggle much very (ew can hold 
them by a thumb and finger which is placed in the socket 
^f the Pike's eye ; this method does very well with small 
Jack, but even those I have seen dropped and lost by the 
momentary alarm ccrased' by the Jack (which seemed quite 
-^haus^) suddenly gasping, twisting, and struggling. 
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CHAP. IX. 

FuU Directions for taking Jack anB 
Pike with a Live-Bait and Floated 
Line; various ways of using Snap 
Hooks described; and Ike most proper 
seasons and weather for Trolling 
pointed out J Sfc 







When you purpose^^oing. a Live-Bait Fishiag,' for Jack 
and Pike, you sbould adjust, your tackle in the following 
manner : — ^first fix a winch to the rod and draw the line 
through the ringi thereof, as directed in the preceding 
article, (trolling with the gorge hciok) now put the cock 
float on the irollipg line. Note. A float of a sixe that will 
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«^Hm -\^th abont hM an ounce bf lead and a b$tii fii^ of' 
ibur or five inches in length will be fou^, g^netally 
spealcing, the most aseful, (hot when very smaHbaksare 
usedy and twisted ^ instead of gtn^, a smaller floiat wiH ' 
be requisite) then take the- traces (which are described in' 
diaji. V.) fasten the line to the traces with a bow draw/ 
knot, or make a loop at the end of the line and' loop it to ' 
the traces, and after having baited your hocdc fix that to- 
the hook swivel of- the traces, and all i|i I'eady io cast in 
search. 

When the float is fixed at a pro^t distance ftDm the 
baited hook, which, as a general rule, obsetre, should fate 
something less than three feet ; but in very shoal watef»' 
or where there are many weeds, tWo feet aibtfve the hook' 
will be a more proper distance to fix the fioat, but in no 
ease do I ever find or think it right to Rx the float above 
the baited hook^itt' a greater distance than three or four 
feet. 

If you choose to finh without traces, adjust the Hue, float 
and baited hooks this way : fiirSI put the float on the line; 
next put a dip-lead, or as many swftn shot on the line as 
is proper for the size of the float;' dip-leads are to be 
preferred, because they are put on and off" in an instant 
(see dip-leads described in chap. V.) whereas it takes 
some time to put the shot on the line, and more to take 
them^ofi' again, wkich must be done; otherwise ydu camot 
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rfipoiiFe Umh SoeH-fr^JKi tki9 .UBe,.beicaw90 the stiQt ;wilji be^ 
£wiml toA l^l<^'tf> p^saithrotQg^tJi^Qgat.the bottom. oft 
thO'^ioaft^iarrt^ «^%ith9to{); qqw all thi^. tnouble.and, 
delay .*ia*obivMAe4: bj^u^hig'ra diphiaad^ or^the tryifes Jtte^t 
withl> swivet^^ ^o. (^s.\ de^ib^d in ^cbap^ V;) However,, 
^iilietberHE^Qe9>.diptie9d) orisbpt-ar^ U8^d» J^will suppoit^^, 
tbe faboksltoabo} bttit^d, (i<»;thQ.in^OQeri described in thef 
sacond articte>jchfi|]K»vUL and^th^^cfit, figured.) and the 
flmt fixed ilii itf {m>pw.filacei . ^f^. amd tbe^ a^^gler at th^. 
water side (choose if possible to have the wind at your, 
back) he must hold his rod and line exactly as described 
i»'thepilp^(Bdi»g:Miole<itr4)H»ag.wkb.the^frg^'h<w^ 
««{ r0pf«iente4 ia,the cut at thei h^d of. this chfipter^ 
^xceptia^^t^&Mi^repviesented a^.gfaspip^ the rod abovc^ 
diet winth«,U(,i|i^y.beiheldtbelow the winch. if the. angler, 
fiadftit iaoraioqi^v«api#nt,to maoagf^ 

. (Sast3M>«ftbAi^W^viery |}^^ly>,and near the shore firsts 
always standing as far back from the water as you can^ 
being able at the same time to see your float; if after a few 
iiinditea' yQUthftYe-npsueoeiMi, , a4Tance a< little nearj&Tf a^d 
inakeaiiotlierciistliirthear ii^itbe;wa!l9r»pn to the right or lefl;, 
if the- baif is lively] he will swim stioog about, and make foe 
ifae weeda^ and theirs emtangle }tae|f, ^ipl) y^ must-pre** 
Tfiotiiy dr»wiiigyhimtgfw%( away, butmol out ,qf the water. 
Wien ^a.bttitiSyih b^omfit>weab# wUk^yottiwtll 
by tfaejfl9fttn0t<bQbhi<)9.flfc#ttt'mt«At.yQUfah<Hil44fP^w bim 
9mftfy' to and fi», at the aafeurtisDei ahakit]^ yonr: i^ 
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a.^iiuH whkh win ^^mdiinifes Bttmul»t« «Jiick'to^' 
il, fearing h is makifig its - escape, th^gh yM($ h w«ii 
statioDftry the Jdck is seldom* k» a- han^ d^eut'iVwiiidit 
proVe the advaateg^' of strong' 'iWe^f- bails ovw thiii 
weak and languid/cast ifr sear^hfin'aU the bebds, bi&ys^^aticK 
still parts of rivers, and in ponds, poolsy &b. thiii^cotnmii^' 
nicate with nvetai; bM near becki^of oandMfe*w^6ed9/> 
rushes^ sedgei, . and retired ^plades> in pteferisnce td nipMl 
currents, <^ whirling' eddjies, for- such', unsettled *= pktcM^ 
Jack and Pike like not. 

Observe, when yott tAkeyoarbait'ourof th(^w«terXtm 
cast it into another place) that you dmw itf-slbwly and^ 
giraduaily td th& «iiffk«e f&c that ptiif>ds#, ii6ti«nftU^t^ 
out, because Jack and il^ke, w^bn.not 'verf 'mtt^' oft-tkiK 
f&ed; wiR ondy sts^ike^ at th^ bait' wlifen tit-' seenM^^t^ybe^ 
eteaptng from them : thidse who iaki& their liiM&^oiit'whhocrtr^ 
the above caution ^ wiH - often fittd '■ a i Jaek s^ito^ at- ^it»r« 
b^Tt; and in thefr- ea^^et^ress, sometimesy throw tlieraselvefi 
dbt'ofUhewirter after' it, bat by, tbe (foicfe inoTeltienft off 
the angler the Jd«k^ seldom' hits 'th^ bait, andoiff bedMsv; 
hie is generally so alahned-that he drops^it-agi^imiDew^ 
^tdy. This factHs^weUknownio oldMgtMi 

When^ Jack or P5ke^«efees' ydur live-bait; iVis^g^m^ 
rally with violence, and theiokt'is instantl^df^e^tf under 
widiter, tiierefdte be silre td 1^^ your* eye* st^ttdily 'oiv it^ 
and also k^epycurwin^and^line Dbee^ athvay« hoMinf « 
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yard jodsq <rf ria^ liae. ia your hHi, hfti»d> that qothing-, 
nay «^p or impede jCh^ Jack ovPik^ when Jbe has seized 
the bait^ BOdd k mftkirig for hk hauot^ to ^poiM^ k^ and if 
h^ rwm very i^feleDtly/ keep drawing the jine from the- 
wioiBh with your' left ibaod that he may mi be checked j^ 
wbenhe.haagot to thedenired pla<;eand then lays stilly: 
4o n(0i4 4iitft«rbihini injbsa timetl^n^e^ nyin^tefl after he 
lm»f^ laid) or if you, give him a little longer time it may-t 
not be amisa^ fyr, ypu ^r^ to kuo^w.that when « Jack haa . 
got the baited hook in his pouch he cannot possibly get , 
it out again^ but if you strike before he has so done, you 
generally pull the bait from his mouth without the hooks 
toudung hii% therefore the only chance of looiping either 
Jack or Pike .aiW: they have taken the baitis^ in no^. 
givmg^tb^n lime enough to poueh j^: aupposiing them to, 
be diposed 4o .p#u<^; but on the^^cpiijtrajy^jW^e^i you 
have a run, and. the Jack or. Pike goes some distance and ^ 
stops a few moments, then movea. again, stops a few mo- 
ments as before, and a third time moves hk quarters, you 
must not expect he will^ pouch, »for he is then more (m the. 
play than on the fe^d, or there is larger Jack or Pike 
about the spot, that prevents the one which has ti^ken 
your bait from stoppifig for fear of the stronger taking^ 
his prey fntm him. However it may be, when such a case 
occurs, sometimes as well, with the third movement, 
to wind up your line and ajtrike smartly the contrary, 
way the Jack runs, .apd you may {»>obably hook him in 
the <;hap0» throat, or g^k; or you may change the hook; 
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-and use a snap vilh a lure-bait wbeli you find tbd fish 
will not pooch. Furlfaery r«)collect, wb^n jouihave a 
run, and the Jade or Pike rettaids «lill (after. haTing 
'taken' the bait and gone a* certain disfatooe) for three 
minutes or more, and then shakes and inlg» the li|i0 and 
moves away, wind up the iladc Ikie timd strikje^ but not 
with nmch'foroe, because you wiU find if either a Jiiek or 
Pike has hud still for three mifiutiss or more^ and then 
becomes rettfiBss, h^ has pouched the bait {which they 
sometimes do the moment they take it) and begins to 
feel the hooks.* 

When you have hooked a fish while Li ve4)ait Firiiing, 
act as dh'ected with the gorge hook, that is, do not strain 
on him too hard^ keep him from heavy weieds and dange- 
rous places as mudi as you can ; and lastly^ when biing- 
ing him (either Jack^r Pike) to a convement pkee ibr 
landmg; and he conies very quiet, yet be prepared^o ex- 
pect he will, when almost in your hands, make aome des- 
perate plunges, shaking his head, opening hii qmmi^, 
shewing his red gills, Ac. prepare for this probable case 
with coolness, and when such occurs, let Mr. Jack or Pike 
have a few more turns in his own element, and when he 
again becomes tractable, you may be more sanguine of 
bagging him. You are to note that many very heavy 
fish are lost through the anxiety of getting them on shore, 
and especially at the time the violent struggling takes 
place, which I have described, -for th^i the troller should 
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tyi^ld tathe i«h ; -bat otitke 'ConHrayy, ^e yomig' angler 
'*r^dodt)l68 bis^tfbrU todfaf Uie atiMiiilliivgiifl^ on. shore ; 
:=bttt lie'^lreqadiitly by nfing^auchi^mfre^r'Jbree^ eilber 
^re^ki^hii^ tadfele or dncws Uieponch out of tbe-Jaok or 
tp^e^s :sloin«e)i, kiad -of'^oome, in^'eatberease^i loaes Us 
^]fA^ze. It you ^h with one hook filed: to the bait's. giHs, 
ifn'tbe manner ideacribed inChapvifl.I^g. l.iytou tiinet 
np«irsiie the Banner method as descidbed in'reipebt^to gtvHig 
^the Jack or Pike timeto poucb^ iiait'^iriken' yevi have) a 
^>run; botSf you useta sipgle hook,' or 4hree or&ye ho<^, 
as described in Chap. III. Fig. 1. 3. and 4, you ihen ftsh 
at snap, and instead of givmg time to pouch, when you see 
t^your float taken dowh,'by-slJaek Or Pike^Ving^seis^ your 
" ItTO'bait, observe which iv4y be.goesi aod/afftep he has run a 
-^ord <»r: vo-^of tine out, ;4Ni4ke him^^th^a Uisty stroke, 
> 4hat'> some of the hooks: may: .get a ffm''ho]d,.then ^plpy, 
r«ldll>aBd' laod him, secundum'iriera. f}^. — ^When fish- 
-^g *^ibtfaose 'Oiiet^hree or «fiTe'^^M>oks,,jn^t described, 
-'ybunayfix'the'neeissary weigh|bfrsh<>ioT lead on the 
.Lginip to' which the hooks aire tied, if you prefer it. to 
t^ttiiig them on the traces !or/ttolUtf£»>lihe, because you 
) (ifit'on and off tboie hooks to^the^ traces- ^or line, the gimp 
"(tiot passing uDder'theskin'or; the baitfish^ as must be 
r^one when thehooksare threadled or lay on the side or 
«ahoiilder of ihebait, as represented in the out. Fig. 2, 
/4]Shftp. in. for if the gimp lis- leaded -tod-dtawn under the 
^-imkCs skin, it ripiTneariy^all^f the b^t^ which -4s mMch 
'^^Biigured and' soon dies. 
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"^C^geans, ' if yo^ ' <5fen ' |n-ocar€i ^h^tn , ^ becai»se €r^ge6iis 
^A^e a fcardy itrbiig fid^/dwlhii wMI, 'ferid^%itt%etti^ift<^ 
^ roQgh ttsfiTf e'trilho'Crt l^itig ttfeiriiAl^ or fife^tia^afiij <3lth«r 
^ bftit €#h. ISblect ^all^yoor >biiildfpmii Ibur «ind >a>'ha1(i fo 
flire dfid a half IdtlDfes m Imgihf^bh^^biU^r^ pittt thdn 
f1nto« ftfll siz^d teitfe, -tthdfiiBquetftl/^Ofrftig^youit fcxcuf- 
'i^tt giine'tJiemfreiH^water; atid^lafce-theketde^outi)!! tfe 
^ 5un, or hi the watfer, 'where you can cohvi6tiieiWly g6t to H. 

'I hat^'fotitfdthat in jhittirtg'nJy hand in th6'k^tle; the 

" badr'fisR4hgrdn strug^e aiid bbUnce-abOtit,tatid'by io 

*dbiEfg/?a^' the-«fc^ff 6ff aridothet^^^i^'ittjtit^'eabh'other, 

•^hiet^fi*€rraate*a'very'siB«llI^eti not ititich tnii^e^lhan half 

the size of those nsed to take gold and silver ftsht>utbf 

globes^ &c. this net I carry very conveniently in my fish 

kettle, by having a- piece of v the lid cut-away at-one 

corner/ where a few inches of the* handle of the net pro* 

jects ; by using this' net I delect ^which bait I may think 

proper, without much disturbing the others, or distressing^ 

' them by putting a hot hand among these cool blooded 

animals. I prefer a longish square kettle to a round one 

' (and klways have mine japanned inside and otit) for' the 

water is less agitated in such a shaped kettle when you are 

cai-rying it than in a routid one, and it is jnore convenient to 

carry, or to pack in a basket, &c. for a journey (see the cut 

in the first chapter, figure 1.) than those of a round form. 
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Observe that yeumakait a rule- to bait your hook th« 

-.^t things after all is complete in rtepeet l6;floal| li|De» See. 

; fi>r the more lively, and stpoog the bait swimi, the gf^ltr 

the chance you have of a run, and the fifth pouching 

ioatead of blowing it out, which sometiriies is tho^ case 

, irhen Jack or Pike are not mudi ontlhe feed and tile bait 

iifh not very lively or tempting/ . Also retoUeet,. thatt wh«i 

. trolling with the gorge» the^nap, or Live-Bait FishiBg in 

, a place very likely for Jack or Pike to Jay, do notWve 

after a throw; or two, e^piecially if you have seen a fish 

move there at any former day, or if you have had a run 

in this placci and the Jack or Pike left your bait without 

pouphing, but continue to cast and . fish every foot of 

water for a considerable time, and if not «u<;eessfulf try 

the same -place on your return, or as. the gunner say's, 

try back. 

Snap Fishing f for JacV. or Pike^ with 
Dead Baits. 

When you intend using snap hooks With dead baits, 
for Jack or Pike Fishing, it is better to have a very stout 
top on your rod (such as recommended in chap. IV.) 
because much strength is required in striking when you 
feel a run, for it depends entirely upon. the firm hold you 
have of the fish, by one or more of the hooks having pass* 
' ed into or through some part of the Jack or Pike's gills. 
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j&wk, ct 84lne ©^er part. Your g^p and line should 
nhb bfe Tery stoat. (I have described various kmds of 
hooks, and how to bait them with a dead fish, for snap 
fi^ng in ehapi IV.) Draw the line from the winch through 
all the rings of the rod, as directed in trollmg with the 
gorge, l6op on the traces (if you use traces) to the line, 
or fix them by a draw knot which you please ; then bait 
your hook or hooks, and hang it on the hook swivel at the 
bottcnu of the rod by the loop, if you do not use traces, 
then you loop the gimp to the trolling line, or fasten 
thereto ii^ith a slip draw knot, which either you prefer ; 
ahd now all is ready for to cast or throw, in search of 
Jack or Pike, but mind you hokl th^ rod and line firmly 
grc^ped, that you may be enabled the instant you feel a 
touchy to strike quick and with force; then proceed to 
play, and kill, and land your prite, as directed in trdUirtg 
with the gorge. Note, carry several baits with you in a 
box, as directed in chap. VIII; 



Sedsons and Weather proper for 
Trolling ; and how to bring Jack or 
Pike on Shore. 

Jack and Pike will take a bait in every month during 
the year, but not freely till September, which is quite 
early enough in the season to troll ; because, though Jack 
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"' "' '■ ' ~M,,. ■, _ . ^ ,. _ ■ II I . I . I ij , M^ ,1, ,,,j.u i. i i T_a i , ii ji i.iii. > ». ,^ ii .. - 

And Pik9 vp%wKk m Maiwb> yet Ihe^ rc^o^i^ a. long iinK^ 
m(Wr very Iwiguid, wwk, ^nd wjilj^ and Ibeir b^dias .ar«i 
lan^ and thwt '94id their hoad^ t^r^d, cariog^ litUe for foed 
wntil tbQ CP9I nftorai*tK8| ev^Uig«^ «^d . oitfilU^ of tite 
autumn appro^^^^ t\^y, tkm rapidlj recover thieir a^pe* 
Ute and s^rengtb^ iwid tOQU beNKune Cut and w^U ftavinured, 
and are in the he^ state for the 1;able from Mioi^a^hnM 
till the Utter 9nd of February (it is wi(^ rfal r«gi«t that 
the true sporting or gentleman angle? puts his trolUnf 
tackle together before September; but th^misf(>rtunie is, 
that all the waters within a ^considerable :^8taiicQ of hoji* 
dpn are continually fished by poachers, and in eonseqpeiiee 
of such praotides^ the difi^^rent Subf^ription waters allow 
trolling to Qommtince in June or July ; the angler, fi-om 
nec^ty, ayails hinis^f of this libeHy to troil, because 
ke^gUQS that he'may as well kill a fbw Jack himself^ as 
to p^ an annual sum to a water, and leave them to the 
unfair angler who will kill all he can, and laugh in hni 
sleeve at his forbearance) in September the weeds, rushes, 
&c. have lost their sweetness and nutritious properties, and 
begin to grow thin, affording but little harbour, shelter, or 
food for fish ; and as the winter approaches, those sedges, 
weeds, rushes, &c. rot, waste, and sink, 6r drift away with 
the floods; during which time, small fish> ' gudgeons 
especially, have Jell the shallows, and retired to deep 
hol^s under banks, shdves, piles, &c. which occasions Jack 
and Pike to be on the alert, finding much difiicultyto 
satisfy their now ever craving appetite. Therefore, at 
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%lni mMcm, every fitvouiabte dajidiould beekbncad^bt 
the lovers of trolling, during the period:tdbote aiHaehxl to. 
Jack and Pike will continue to take a bait in March, but 
«i;thfy'are theft <ver3r futt, ^nd iheirtpawn bein^ also 
w#l' fer food^ tfaer gentleiiiati sportsmain will iSVffefy DOW 
iddSfiit^roBft troBing. 

, ,n ': • ' . . ; . . ' 

' The most favourable n^eaiher fo^ trol^tg is when a 
aniattiiii :bfeesa blows iroan the South to West^ and the 
da J doubdy or doll ; at s«dL times keep the wind at your 
back «ad ik» water in front ; but if the water and weather 
ia nrery bright^ fish against the wind. From September t^ 
ihe beginning of November, Jabk and PUce will take ^ 
bait best ^om ten o'cloek till one^ and again froio ihr^^ 
till dusk; but after the nights become very long and cold 
the.aogler shocild then prefer Ih^ aniddle and warmest 
parts dT thie day^ for at that jseason of the year, neither 
Jack or any odier Mi will move much at any othet^ time* 
Thick water is not fatoui^fa^e for troUkig, for during a 
Aood, which causes a ocdoured water. Jack and Pike ke^ 
,Yery ck)se in shore among the ^sags or rushes which lay 
near Uie.banks> or in the still bends of rivers, to keep out 
of the heavy waters and rapid currents, where they 
remain stationary until the waters clear and subside* The 
angler who* then chooses to try for them must troll close, 
even to t^«touching of those sags ai^d rushes, or he will 
seldom moye a fish; but- immediately the water clears 
comes the troller's ttim, ibv* the^ack and Pike having 

B 2 
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l^en on ihort aHowftnce^ urd now, bold, yronmmh ^^ 
fyaiimdylMke the bah^d hook. 

When 7»tt here h«oked a: Jaok or Pike, and played 
with him till quite: exfaioirted^ and you are dra^isg it 
ashore^ make it a rule to float him on his side, and keep the 
head a little raised above the surface of the water, that 
^e nose cir gttts may not hang to, or catch hold of weieds 
-while you afe ^us engafedr bringing your prize to the 
shoi^, for sometifnea you cannot avoid dmwing OTer or 
itmong weeds, and I hare seen a Pike touch and get 
%hcangled this way, and beforef it could be disentangled 
it recovered from its exhaustion or stupor, and occasioiied 
much troioble and hazard before it could again be subdued^ 

Ndte; It is asserted by some anglers that Jack cr Pike 
^iil not take k bait when the moon shows itself during the 
day time, and they declare they have so frequently aiid 
hivariiBibly found that to be the case, Uiat when the nooii 
Shines on the water, let the hour of the day be what it may, 
tiiey cease trolling. I have nothing to say on the subject, 
the iuquisitive angler can satisfy hkfnself by observation. 
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CHAP. X, 

Observations on the different W9p*^ 
practised in Fishing for Jaek and 
'Pike ; also on Trimmers ; concluding 
with J^emarks on the Nature^ 8fc. qf^ 
Jack and Pike, and a Glossary of- 
Technical Terms used am&ngTr oiler i. 

HftYiQg expUuDed thediffereat ways generally practised 
bjr anglers in Trolling or Fishing for Jai^ and Pike» I shall 
DMiw proceed to give an opinion on the merits of each 
different way, resulting from my own experience^ and the 
practice of nmny oM friends and brothers of the angl0. 

First, with the Gorge Hook. 

In Trolling, with the baited gorge hook I have had the 
most success, and with it killed the heaviest fii^. This 
bait shows well in the water, and turns or spins, especially 
when you are in the act of drawing it up (at which time 
Jack or Pike generally take it) consequently very attract^ 
ing to Jack or Pike. This bait also possesses another 
advantage over any other, namely, the closeness of the 
hooks in Uie bait's mouth, the points only just shewing 
^hemselveS) which is nMiiterial in bright water, and also 
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less liable to catch hold of weeds, or any thing else that 
might displace the hoolgi.or disfigure the bait ; — and again, 
the hooks being so much hid and out of the way, by 
being withii^ the bait's month, and the gimp coming Trom 
ibe tail, there is, nothing to check the Jack or Pike^whea 
they are changing the bait to poueh ', for it is well kopwn 
that those fish generally seize the bait in the first instance, 
across ito body, afterwards changing its position, and 
swallow or pouch it, head forem^ost; consequcaitly, utile 
so doing, )Lhe gimp and hooks iamost other baits are liable 
to ofiend or create fear and suspicion in the fish, and the 
bait is t^en frequently blown or dropped out of its mouth 
instead of being pouched : I hare known instances wliei^ 
a dozen trimmers have been laid at a distance of iw6iit|i 
yahls apart, each trimmer baited with a choice lire-baitj 
and after remaining many hours in the water nether of 
them haye been touched ; I have then trolled between them 
with the gorge, and have had runs and killed my fish: 
some anglers think that cutting ofi* all the fins of the bait 
Jsh for the gorge hook disfigures it, but Jack or Pjke are 
indyflerent about it, and it c^tainly is the best method) 
particularly as it keeps the bait from catching or hapging 
on weeds, and the bait also spins better when the fins are 
all cut close away; in consequence I cut away all the fina^ 
but leave the tail on* 

From the reasons above stated, I do not hesitate io say 
Aat I comsidtf trolling with a gorge hoc^ to \m the Aioat 
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fPfprUipan like im w«H ^ ^he tt^t kiUbi^ w^y of fi^kiotf 
for J*€k or Pike i yet at a certain sieia^oii otf the year the 
^gler will find it more pro^table to %ise a live-hait than a 
dead, (which I »hjE^ll notice when I give an opinion on 
liive^Bait Fishing) but to take tl^e whole season for Jack 
and Pike Fishing, I firmly brieve, he ^hp cpnfio^^ hi<nsetf 
to trolling with the gor^, will \fiU twice ^h^ nqniber or 
weight of Jack and Pike than he who for the wholj^.seasQO,. 
fishes only with a live-bait. 

Fishing for Jack wjtji a liveJbait, ai?d a C9rk flpa^t po 
the line, k certaiply an entidng way, byt, 1 do not con- 
sider it so succes^^l as trollif^g with, tl«e, gorge-iK)pk» 
neither have I ever killed sudi heavy fish by this n|pU^4 
of live-bait fishing as with the gorge-bait; yet It kpow; 
from practice, that more Jack and Pike may be killed by 
angling for them with a live-bait and a floated line, than 
any other way except troHing with, the gorge hook; and 
the little labour or exertion required to take Jack and Pike 
by this mode of fishing, is. doubtltss the pause of nMiiy 
preferring it, as it allows them trequex^ opportunities oC 
resting wliea tkey veach a clear still place, either in rivers or 
pond*, with the pleasureof observingiheir float detnoe about 
by the li ve^bak sailing tooand fro, which certainly does havo 
the^^Mt of drawbig the Jack or P&e to the bait ; but they 
often blowydrop, or throw it out of their mouths again, from- 
Ihte gimp or- hook touching them when shifting the bait to' 
pouch it> this frequently occurs when the bait is hooked' 
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by the lip, which is my principal reason for preferring tho 
liooks laying on the side and gimp, coming out below the 
back fin (see Fig. 2. Chap. III.) When the water U 
very bright, I use a strong No. 6 hook, tied to twisted gut^ 
instead of gimp, and a very small bait, with which I kill 
many Jack and Perch, that would not take a bait fixed i9 
gimp tackle in very bright or fine water, or in shallows * 
during the summier. 

The most proper time for Live-Bait Fishmg is, when 
the heavy weeds, rushes, and sedges are rotten, and daily 
wasting and being washed away by floods, frosts, &c. 
which generally commences in November; from which 
time until Aprils Jack and Pike will take a live-bait more 
freely than at any other time of the year. 



Snap-Fishing. 

Snap Fishing for Jack and Pike is neither so scientific^ 
gentlemanly, or sportsman like way of angling, as witl| 
the gorge or live-bait, nor does it afibrd so much amuse*, 
ment or profit ; for when the hook or hooks are baited, 
the angler cafits in search, draw«^ raises, and sinks his bait, 
untill he feels a bite ; he then strikes with much violence, 
and instantly drags or throws his victim (nolens volens) 
pn shore (^nd then aUnost wonders how the devil he came 
t^ere) wbjch he is enabled to do, because the hookif used fof 
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the Snap are of the largest and strongest kind used in 
fye&h water fishing. But this hurried and unsportsman- 
like way of taking fish, can only please those who value 
Ihe game, more than the sport afibrded by killing a Jack 
or Pike with tackle, which gives the fish a chance of 
escaping, and excites the angler's skill and patience, 
mixed with a certain pleasing anxiety, and the reward of 
his hopes. Neither has the snap fisher so good a chance 
of success, unless he angles in a pond or piece of water 
whCTe the Jack or Pike are very numerous, or half-starved« 
and will hazard their lives for almost any thing that comes 
in the way, but in rivers where they are well fed, worth 
killing, and rather scarce, the coarse snap tackle, large 
hooks, &c. generally alarm them ; on the whole, I think it is 
two to one against the snap in most rivers ; and if there 
are many weeds in the water, the large hooks of the snap, 
by standing rank, are continually getting foul, damaging 
the bait, and causdng much trouble and loss of time. 

TnxhHonded w Cross Fishing, 

, In U>e North of England, two-handed or cross fishing i^ 
practised for Salmon, Trout, and also for Jack and Pike; 
but this method of fishing is but little practised elsewhere, 
indeed it can hardly be called fair fishing, and as such, it 
is generally forbid by the proprietory of private waters, 
frhos^kioip deny a sportsman a day's angling, under fair 
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9€iBiticiion9. This tworhanded Saap Bshmg for Jack afl4 
pace, 18 practised in the foUowiog maimer :— take abou^t 
forty or fifty yaids ef strong cord, sash or jack. line, 
and 'fasten each end to poles about s^ven or eight fec^ 
licHig, and on each pole, fasten a large wineh that wU} 
hold fifty yards of the strongest plaited silk trolling line j^ 
in the middle of the strong line (which is ia^tene^l to the 
poles) tie on a small brass or wooden pulley, then draw 
the trolling line from the winches ^nd pass it through tlfe 
potley ; bow bait a Snap hook or hooks with a full sized 
bait fi^, and 6x it to the trolling line, and all i» ready to 
cozamence two-handed Snap fishing. The parties managing 
the poles, proceed directly opposite each other, on the 
banks of rivers or other waters, and let their baited hooks 
ID places where they expect to find ; and when they feel 
a bite, one strikes very smartly, and his companioa then 
lowers or otherways manages his pole, so as to give hini« 
any or every assistance, while he is killing and 
getting the Jack or Pike ashore. When the gorge hook 
is used in this way of fishing, it is then proper to have 
two pulleys fastened to the thick cord, near the center of 
it, at about a yard apart, because, when (or if only one 
{railey then but one line should be used) one angler feels 
ft rut, Ite otlier should immediately keep all ^ill while 
lite fish pouches; this cannot be so well done when both 
feies pass through one pulley, and the troller knows that 
if* Jack or Pike are not wett on the feed, they will throw 
or drop the bait from the letist check or alarm. In som6 
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pl«c6B iiie soountry pe^e get a strcmg sHmll rope or clothe* 
fiae, ttml tie one or mere map baited Jboofai td it^ and take 
facdd, one at each end of the rope, and W63k opposite eadi 
e^ier^ on the banks of small rtvers and ponds> letting th#' 
baited hooks dra^ in the water, until they feel a bite; die 
Qiie strikes atkd iiiittiediatdy drags the Jade on shore, the 
oUier person shtcks the liiK he holds, while hisconpaaioA' 
is so doing. 

Various other ways are practised for taking Jack and 
Pike, by night lines, trimmers, &c. but such methods are 
justly reprobated by the true angler who exercSses his 
skill aad art §ar amusement nibfe than profit; thei^ore, 
I shall saf^ but very little on this part of the^ subject, but 
will in lieu thereof, teach yotr how to take large B6ls, by 
chain lines, &c.; the trimmers mostly used in lakes, meers, 
broads, poob, and large ponds,'aretak6n up from^a boat ; 
if the place is not too broad you may get them with the 
drag hooks, or with a large stone fastened to plenty of 
strong ccNrd being thrown over the trimmer line; these 
trimmers are made of strong thin hempen cord, with a hook 
tied to brass wire (but gimp is better) and wound on a 
large piece of ^tt coiic, about £ye or six niches ii^ 
di wctc r» with a groove to admit fhe line; the hook ia 
baited with a <jrndgeon. Roach, or somfe wnall 6lh ; jwjk 
Uien draw as much line out as admits the bak to han^^ 
about a foot from the bottom. There is a sihall sltt in 
tha cork, that you pass die lioe in, to prerent it unwind* 
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ing; as soon as the Jack or Pike seizes the bait, the Ime 
loosens, and rnns from the groove of the cork free, and 
allows the fish to retire to l^is haunt, and pouch at leisure^ 
These floating trimmers are named, by many^ the maai^^ 
war trimmers, from the largeness of the cork, and may 
be purchased at all the principal fishmg tackle shops^ 
Some yse only a wisp of straw on rushes, and tie two or 
three yards of string to a baited hook, and often kilL 




1. Rod to place and take up trimmers and dead lines. 

2. Bank-runner trimmers baited with a live b$iit. • 

The Bank' Runner, Trimmer, S^c. 

The bank-runner is mostly used in the day, while tho 
angler is fishing for Roach, Barbel, &c, These trtrnmeni 
are studc in the bank, the bottom being Btrong turned 
wood sharpened for the purpose, with a winder ai top ibr 
the line, which is fitted in the same manner as the man-of^ 
war, but you must haye a cork and bullet to the line, see 
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the cut {the oerk xmd for a wine bottle does very well 
after the edges are pared round the top and bottom) and 
bait with a live fish, which should swim about a foot or 
twafrom the ground. When you use the rod, fig. 1. 
hold the line with your l^ft hand^ and with your right pass 
the forked part undc^ die line just above the bullet. 

ETow to take Jack and Pike with Hook ^ 
Bladder or Bottle. 

Jack and Pike are also taken in lakes and other large 
pieces of water, by baiting with a full sized Dace, Gud- 
geon or a Roach, nearly half-a-pound weight is best; 
use strong snap hooks, with two lengths of gimp, and two 
swivels, which must be fast^ied to about a yard of the 
stoutest plaited silk troMing line ; then tie the line very 
secure to the neck of a large bladder, and launch it in the 
water with a brisk wind ; if the fish are on the feed, you 
will soon perceive the water agitated in the most violent 
manner, and after an amusing and violent struggle, the 
bladder will kill the heaviest Pike, provided your hooks 
and tackle are good. In Ramsey Meer, Huntingdonshire, 
there is an annual exhibition, called a bottle race, and 
often much betting on the event of which bottle kills a 
Pike first ; the baits and hooka are managed in the same 
ihanner as with a bladder, the bottle (a wine bottle) is 
used in place of a bladder ; the line is tied round the neck. 
When several are so prepared, they are ranged in a row» 
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iihi all launched at a ^iveh ^gtial, and ttmth anniseineni 
and delight is afibrded the spectator!, ' by'< the .^aek and 
Pike dragging the bottles about, (and ofben two comes ki 
contact.) If the fish feed ^dl, which is g«aera% the case^ 
ifbr this extensive piece of water abounds wkhJaek>and 
very large Pike, some fasten their trimmer lilies to large 
bricks, or heavy pieces of stone, or clods of earth, to 
prevent being noticed, and t))^ow th^n into the water.* 

Snaring or Haltermg €f Jack and 
Pike. 

In the spring and summer, Jack a.i^ Pike will freqiMOitly 
lie dozing near the surface of the wiater, especially, in large 
iditches connected with livers and ponds^ «l8o aaaong 
w^ds; they are %he^ taken in an uniqiortsmanl&e 
manner, by making a running noose of wire gimp tfioMtng 
line, or treble twisted gut ftstened to a strong line and 
rod^ or pole, the noose should foe very careful^ drawn 
orer the fish's head, beyond the gtils, then with a strong 
jerk he is securely caught : lift him out immediately. 
Frah may be taken when found lying in a simikir manner 
to that already describied, by putting two or three stvong 
hooks at the bottom of your line, and letling them > sink 
under the fish, then strike smartly, and you will general^ 
be successful 
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Beware ye flfftiogOudgeoiu^ Rotchefffdr^ 
And all vho brei^thelhe lucid crystal of the lake% 
Or lively sport, between the dashing wheels 
Of rivef mills, beware, the tyrant comes. 
Grim death awaits you in his gaping jaws. 
And lurks behind fais hungry fengs. 

See Mc. Quin't detcription of three hundred JnimaU. 

Remarks on the Nature, Haunts^ 
iHabits, Shape, Colour, 8fc. of the 
Jack, Pike, Luee, or Water Wolfe. — 
Lucius a Pike, a Jack. 

Jac)c aod Pika bave a flaitkh head, the under jaw ii 
tomelhii^ loa^r than the upper oae^- the mouth is ex^ 
tremely wide, the tongue very large and studded witb 
teeth, the lower jaw i|i set round with large crooked 
eaniae teeth; the expanse of mouth, jaws and teeth, 
enables this merciless fish to hold f&st and quickly destroy 
the victim, that is so unfortunate as to come within its 
reach. The body of a /aok is long, and cased in very 
small hard scales, and when they are in season, it is 
covered with a inucus or slimy substance ; the back and 
upper part of the sides are of a greenish golden hue, and 
tte h^lfy of an indiffisreat white -eolour, the c^r^p are ^f 
ft bright yellow, and sunk low in the w>€kets, but are so 
placed as to enable the Jack to look upwards (this should 
teach the angler not to sink his bait too low in the water.) 
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Ader Jade and Pike hav^ fully recovered from spawn- 
ing, they iheti hkye many beautiful dpots on their bodiesj 
of a bright white and yellowish colour^ their tails and finii 
have also on them numerous dusky spots and waved lines* 
Jack and Pike, when on the feed, are as bold as they 
are voracious, attacking all kind offish, except the Tendi: 
the scales of Tench are very small and close, and the 
whple body covered with a slimy glutinous substance, 
which is considered to be of a balsamic quality, healing 
the wounded and sick of all the finny tace; for whidi 
purpose the sick and wounded rub themselves against the 
Tench, and receive a cure : this is the . general and 
received opinion, and, in consequence, the Tench is 
kbnouired with the liame of the JRk^ncum, and is respected 
even by the all-devouring Pike; and described m the 
following manner by Pope. 

Pike, fell tyrant of the liquid plain. 
With ravenous waste devours his fellow train;' 
Yet, howsoever with raging famine pini'd. 
The Tench he sjpares, a medicifial kind; 
*».' For, when by wounds distrest'd, or sore dSseiase; 

He courts the salutary fish for ease. 
Close to his scales, the kind physician glides. 
And sweats the healing balsam from his sides. 

Cambdbn in hM BHitnmka iay$ hf has seen the Mliet efPtk^ 
opened to thew ih^ fatnemi, and the gaping wounds heeded, byi^ 
Tench touching them, and ieaving their glutinous slime thereon. 
(See page 932 of Cambpbn's Britaiuuca.) 
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Whether the forbearanee of the Pike arises from respect 
to the healing qualities of the Tench, or ii to be attributed 
to a dislike of the slimy matter tm its body, I know not, but 
I believe the Tench is perfectly free from the persecution 
suffered by all th^ other species of fish ; for I have never 
taken one that has been at all mutilated in its finii, tail, or 
any other part, or with any of those wounds or scars on 
the body, which are so frequently met with by the angler 
among the small fish he tak^. The Eel also forgoes 
his voracity^ in regard td the Tench^ both by night and 
day. I have known several triknmers to be laid at night, 
baited with live fish. Roach, Dace, Bleak, and Tench, each 
about six or seven iilthes long ; and when those trimmers 
were examined in the morning, both Eels and Jack have 
been taken by the hooks baited with any other fish but 
the Tench, which I found as lively as when put in the river 
the preceding nighty without ever having been disturbed : 
this has invariably been the case during my experience; 
neither have I met with even one solitary instance to the 
contrary related by any of my acquaintance, who have 
had numerous opportunities of noticing the singular 
circumstance of the perfect freedom fi om death or wounds, 
which the Tench enjoys over every other inhabitant of the 
liquid element, arising from the continual conflicts among 
each other. Pike, when much distressed for food, will seize 
the smaller of their own species, and also ducks, water 
rats, mice, frogs, or any other small animal they can 
meet with-r-they will often seize a small fish, which the 
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imglec kms hooked, while he W* ih^Wing H oift of* the 
^kt^, teapiii^ tibave the'siifftcde'fbi* tihftt ^i^s^. f h^1i% 
%dox^ msovf ind(»ric^ ^^eir i^^towin^ the te«^eh 
tl iliimn w t that the kn^ter^ takiiig hte'dep^ with; ^nU 
noitoe irhiife ^I -n^as ^hiimmfiig 1^ d^pth (pfe^rktiiry to 
ifishii^ for GHub hi tHie wiiilter) wi^ k ibldidg pkinim^, 
rlmring a N6. 6 hocdc aitd a gat H^, a Ja(;k, of fitbddt tv¥o 
ipdinid9, infhiklmtt^y pdtidh^ hiy {>1dm«net ; (he ho^, 
^Bgriilg dferthe Hide of ttfis 4^dl»g ^«imihl^, got siiKJlieiyAt 
Fhddfdf the ^i$k, «hiKt 1 heldliim ftfld sdon billed and 
Isindedillin li»igi^4tf«ruda*. 

Peiiok <lhfe rlaige ones B^p^duAly) v^em b«it ildllB 
^ntihiidateaijy the arf^ranitje of Jiick 6r P^, Ibr th^ 
^0<Ai<hiire't6)switti dlMkit as befbre those tyrants ttpp^tbA; 
tbut f*6t iJo With dthi6r^fi^,^dr ^ lihtaediiitdy swim or 
•ftift eiM^yl^^h thfe gt^atteit v6lo<iity, anil i^^Eeh iuM^fy 
:ifflk«ftd>buify'the«s^lVite in the mud, (w Itiy dose 'utid^r 
Hhi<^ siHd hettVy b<^ of vtr^edfi. 

^4s ^tterJiliy %tippo^ea,^that ifadk will ihcJfdase fn 
'^vei^t something mbre thian a pbdnd In a year %r the 
^fst Tewrir br ffve *year8, and^duHtig ihaft time coritintie to 
^b'w til 'Ifength, bat ^fter^tte^t period they groWmore in 
d^th'cA- bfe'adth sttid thr^knei^s. Some writers on natarttl 
^Httt6ry, tifl?rtn ihatPikiB Vill live two or three hundred 
y^art, and grow *tb tlie amazing ihe of a hundred anti 
iiftjr *p6linfls or m<3i:e, iihd that they are «o Wonderfiilfy 
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t>roiilic^Qto lOiproAiH:^ • luMkod ^d for^ ihousattd and 
■lore ieggs in jsneiroi. . Of ihoAe oifcumslances ro t po ctipg 
the «g^ &c. xif Jack ahd Pike^ ( nuiA eonfeas^ Lknoitr 
iMrt iitde, UieNifopa/akaH aa«f m^thitig move «a the sobJ€tot» 
bai^iDir the anrkNii jfeooonttdt natural hiitoiy, duriag 
OB&vMiiUe 9«aBtbcr4 'bul.inaiead thereof, wiU inform Ih^ 
angler-inrfaeiielie ia liknij'tQfind bodi old and yoaogflarg^ 
and small Jade and Pike^ sa that he may avoid nmch loM 
of tiiae and friiitleas labour v/^n in learch of diem. 

^Taekand Pfteare partial to quiet retired places, whei« 
the nvater is rather :shftilov than deep, fomini^ a Jbend or 
bay in rirers and hi\g& waters, and also removed fr^ 
Hbr^iag vurceiits, eapeoiilly if those bends or bays aboiund 
wiikk tkmr fe^ortte weed, the pickerel! (on which they are 
aai4> to feed), also >the candoek or water lilly, and the 
shore siklds a«« «haded with ^^dl sedgy sags. Among those 
sedges Jaok and Pike lay (jespeciaiiy during floods^ heavy 
runs of wa^r, /and while the, water is thick) a foot or two 
below ithe^ «ur(ace, with their noses just projecting from 
iheaedges, looking up stream for what may come within 
their reach as food ; therefore the angler, when he trolls 
in ^ick heavy .water, must try close in shore. 

Bat:ith#n .th0 wt^ather ia fine, and the water of a proper 
eekur JULnk^^^iiFike occasionally go some yards from their 
faaimts,;in fea^h of fopd, particularly to the sharps, shal- 
lowa> and .pa^ts of waters where the bottom is dean, sandy ^^ 

2 
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or gravelly ; because in Auch pkces, Gudgepna, Dace, and 
otfaer small fish delight to resort to. In Febraarj (if niU 
for the season) Jack and Pike begin to move from their 
retired sitnationsy and, from natural feeHngs, they coitt- 
gregate in shallow parts of pools, and naarer to thoae 
pa^ts of rivers^ canals,%ke8 or ponds, where small streams 
and ditdies empty themselyes, or run into lai^er waters. 
In the nu^nth of March they spawn, retiring for that pur* 
pose, in pairs, to the stillest part of the wateni, and 
deposit their spawn among, and on those weeds which are 
of the nature of rushes, having thick stems, such as the 
candook and water lily^ and in default of which, about 
the roots or lower parts of bull-rushes or sedges. From 
March till August or September, Jack and Pike are not in 
a vigorous state, seemingly more inclined to dose and bask 
in the sunt nearly out of water, than feed ; for at those 
times it is not unusual to see numerous small fish swim* 
ming and playing around this dreaded enemy of the finny 
race for hours, without his disturbing them. At such 
times, Jack and Pike will refuse the choicest bait the 
angler con select, and if it is placed so close as to touch 
his nose, he will not take it, but generally draws himself 
a little back from it, and if you persevere in placing or 
drawing the bait (either live or dead) to him, he will sink 
or plunge away in anger; in fact, Jack and Pike are 
among, if not the longest of any fish, in recovering their 
health, fiesh and a|)petite, after the act of procreation ; 
for few of them will take a bait freely, nor are they fit for 
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the table, before September. For during the first part of 
summer, they remain long, thin and lanky ; the various 
spots and golden tinge on their sides and back now lose 
much of their brightness ' or brilliancy, and their heads 
appear unseemly large, because they have then lost that 
depth and rotundity of body (especially about the vent 
Sn) which they possess when in season ; for a Pike that 
weighs ten pounds when in full health and vigour would 
not weigh more than seven or eight while out of season 
or condition, which they certainly are, and so remain 
(generally speaking) in all rivers, lakes, meers or ponds, 
from the month of April, until August or September. 
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TROLLING TACKLE. 

T^e »Siffier who wishes to practise Trolling, should firH 
provide himself with the following Apparatus. 

A Rod with two tops (see Chap. VI.) 

A Winch, Bank Runner, or Thumb Winder, to hdd froui 

forty to sixty yards of line (see Chap. V.) 
A Kettle to carry Live-Baits in, a Laoding Book, and 

Drag Hooks. 
A Pocket Book or Case (see Fig. 2. Chap I.) stored with 

the following Articles, viz. 
Gorge Hooks of various sizes (see Chap. III.) 
Hooks, of various sorts and sizes, for Live-Bait Fishing 

(see Chap. III.) 
Hooks, of various sizes, &c. for Snap Fishing (see 

Chap. IV.) ready tied to lengths of gimp, &c. 
Traces of gimp and twisted gut (see Chap. V.) two cork 

floats, a few dip leads, and split swan shot 
A pair of pliars, and also a pair of scissars 
Two oTthree steel baiting needles^ &om tax, to nine inches 

long 
A Disgorger, made strong of bone, ivory, or iron, about 

ten inches long 
Some spare Gimp, the yellow is the best colour, and 

Gimp that is strong, of a middling substance and 

pliable, should be prefered to the very stout and stiff, 

especially for Live-Bait Fishing. 
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Some shoe maker's Wax on a piece of Leather 

And some whig mak^'^Silk, for tying on hooks 

Some waxed Twine, pr shoe ipaker's-wax ends, to repair 
a broken rod (see how to mend a rod Chap. VI.) 

Some stout whiie Silk, Thnlad> opGotton, and tu^aor three 
proper sized Needles to c^r^y th^ s^me, for sowing 
up the mouth of baits, or to fasten the tail part to the 
gimp, &c. 

A tin box to pa/ry dead baiti^ fox t^lp gprge pi; J^njig, 
fishing, which box should be japanned. 

Note. In recommending the kettle us^ fc(^ cf^pryi^g liye^- 
ba4ts(chap {.) to be jl^panned, I omitted sayings the 
Jpside fJiQvild he j^ptManed i«ith wlujt^, hpf^V»9^ ^^ 
angler can then «eQ yery {dainly the sice of hifr baits, 
and select which he may prefer, with litlte trouble 
to himself, and also without much disturbing the said 
live-bait fish. 

Also provide yourself with a basket, pannier, or a haver- 
sack to carry the produce of your sport : the haver- 
sack will be found the most portable. 
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GLOSSARY , 

OF 

TECHJVIC^L TERMS 

USED AMONG ANGLERS. 

Baa a fish^ to put either Jack or Pike into a havenack^ bag^ or 

basket 
Brace, two Jack or Pike. 

C^NDpCK Weeds, (by some called the Water Lily) broad leafed^ 
thick stemed weeds, growing in large clusters in the rivers, and 
other waters, affording harbour, &c. to Jack aod Pike; 

Comb Short, when a Jack or Pike comes seemingly eager to take the 
b^at, but when near, turns or shoots away, the troller then says^ 
I had a fish come at me, but he came &hort. 

Creel, a fish basket or pannier. 

Dip or Dipping for Jack, is getting your baited hook fall or drop 
gently in the water, without casting or throwing it out 

Praw slip knot, a knot made to draw or slip, which is the most 
covenient way of festening the trolling line to a trace or loop of 
gimp, or whatever the hook or hooks are tied to. 

Drag hooks, a piece of stout iron wire, with three or four hooks 
(without barbs) placed back to back, fastened to a long stout pack- 
thread line: these hooks are used to disentangle the line, &c. 
when a fish gets it fast among heavy weeds, by throwing the hooks 
over the place and dragging the weeds ; those drag hooks are also 
used to take up night lines, cork trimmers, &fi. 
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Twsu, Jack or Pdce are said to be on the feed^ vhea they pooch thtt 
bait imaiediatdy they take it ; also when yon see lliem on tlieshal- 
* lows or scowers parsuipg small fish. 

Gad, a very small Jack, weighings less than one pound. 

Gimp, raw pr floss silk, faced or laced with fine brass thread or wire, 
but if the angler can get some fine plaited silk covered, instead of. 
the raw or floss silk^ it will last much longer. 

Jack or Pike, names for this fish, which are generally used as synoni- 
mous among anglers; but a Jack becomes a Pike, when weigh^ig 
more than three pounds, or exceeding twenty-four inches in lengtii. 

Killing bait, that bait which fish are most fond of, and which they 
take freely. 

Kill pish, (see take fish.) 

Kink or Kinklb, the line is said to kink or kinkle jfbea it tvysta 
about, and gets entangled in knots, &c.; and also when itgeta. 
twisted round the top of the rod and will not run. 

Landing hook, a large hook, made with a screw shank, to festen into 
a rod or pole. 

Lay, to lay the water, is to put trimmers in the water. 

Move a pish, when the angler sees a Jack or Pike move, but will not 
take his bait, he says, I have moved a fish, but he would not feed. 

Ledger bait in Jack fishing is a line and hook baited with a live fish, 
' ^e line fii:ed to a rod, and laid down until a Jack or Pike takes the 
bait 

Opp, Jack and Pike are said to be off* after they have cast or thrbwn 
their spawn, because they then generally move to another part of 
the water, and also refuse a bait for some time after, or if they take 
it they will not pouch. 

Pouch, Jack and Pike are said to pouch a bait, when they swallow it 
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9Mhm, a hook ia iaid' to. stand rank, lAiwi'ihe fMtat itobd 'wi^lf^ ft 
• nsa6k imtmeada^ • 

Run : the troUer says he has got a run ^vrhen he has a bite. 

Run : Eels are said to run, when they meve from their hidden places* 
in search o^ A>od; or to ^ to other waleov. . ' ' 

Splate a Pike, is to cut it up. 

Snap hooks, dead or plain, are synonimous terms ; meaning all hooks 
used in J^ck fishing that are made without springs; notl>ecause 
they are baited with dead fish. 

Season, Jack and Pike are said to be out of season after they have 
' spawned until they have freely recovered their flesh and proper 
colours 

Take fish or kill fish, synonimous terms, anglers seldom saycatc!r 
' orcaught» 

Threadlino a bait, is when a needle is used to bait a hook, such as 
the gorge hook, Eel hooks when baited for sniggling, night lines, &c. 

'' or m live-bait ibhing, when #ie hooks lay at the should^ (see 
chap. III.) 

Traces are maiie with certain lengths of gimp, trolling line, or 
: twisted gut) joined together with swivel, and tima fixed to ^ 
. 4rollingiiDe-(seeebap, V.) < 

7liiMiffBR, book €tt hooka baited with a live MA or frog, pivl ifofy^ t9 
a Kne, and placed or laid in the noat&c; the line. being ff^nfn^ to 
a runner, cork, peg, or any thing, except a rod, constitute Isjffflg a 

..,tniKU¥i^r. . , . ^ 

TftoLitiNG, angling for Jacik or Pike, firom (he Latin, Xiucium Pisiculo 
intseare (tee «faap^ 1.) 

Troll at home : the angler is said to troll at home when he fishes 
taiear the bank or shore; and J^ or Pike, aoe said to h^ /oond 9^ 
home, when they take and pouch a baited hook^ without ruiming far. 
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TiTENy is by giving a different direction to a fish after he is hooked, 
by inclining the point of your rod, either to the right or left, as yoa 
judge for the best. 

TuBNED HIM OVER ; the a&gler is said to have turned a fish over 
when he has hooked him, and turned him from die place lie was 
making to, but he then breaks away.' 

IYalking bait, a line and baited hook (with either live or dead bait, 
with or without a rod) with iThich the angler moves from place 
to place in search of Jack or Pike. 

Weigh out . a fish, is to lift it out of the wat^ without the assistance 
of a landing hook or net. 

W£t a LtBTB, is to put a line in die water to begin fishing; hui it 
sometimes happens (especially in the winter) when the angler has 
journeyed several miles, to a fevorite place, he finds &e water too 
high, and much ooloured, which is all against trolling, he then 
immediately returns (if an experieaeed.troller) and if asked wha^ 
sport he met with, replies, I found the waters so much out, &c 
that I did not wet a line. 
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CHAP. XL 

Directions for fitting f halting and lay- 
ing Night and Chain Lines, for Eek. 

Large Eels very seldom take a bait in the day tinae, 
except they are sniggled for, but run and feed freely du- 
ring the night, therefore the angler who wishes to furnish 
his own, or a friend's table with fine Eels, must take the 
trouble of laying night lines for them, fitted, baited, &c. 
in the following manner ; 

For the peg or single line, take about ten yards of 
chalk line, laid cord, or strong whip cord, but four 
strands of dutch twine, plaited, makes a line much supe- 
rior to any other for strength, and is also much less inclined 
to kinkle or tangle. Tie the line to a stout peg stick, which 
you ^x firmly in the ground, then fasten the length pf ten 
inches of gimp, plaited silk, or plaited and twisted breeches 
makers thread, or whatever your hook is tied to, to the 
line, either with a loop or a draw slip-knot ^ but if you 
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#t jom Ikie with a stout loop swtyel to hang the hook 
link «n, k is better than anj other waj ; about two or 
tbree inches above the kop or swivel place a bullet on 
the line to sink the bait. (See the cut.) The prc^r 
hooks for this mode of Eel-fishing, are single or double 
small sized Eel hooks. The single when a worm or 
piece of Lam{N«y is used for a bait ; and the double, 
when a small fish is used for a bait. Small Roach, Dace, 
Bleak, or Gudgeons, about four inches long, are all proper 
baits, and abo Miller's Thumb, Stone Loach, and pieces 
of Lamprey Eels ; but small Gudgeons and Bleak I prefer 
for baits to every pther. 

When you bait the hook with either of the above enu- 
merated fish, take a baiting needle and fix it to the loop 
of the gimp, or what the hook is tied to, enter the point 
of the needle in the bait fish's mouth and bring it out at 
the tail, and draw till the hooks^ are brought to lay close 
on each side the bait's mouth (see the cut) ; now tie the 
bait fish just above the tail with fome strong thread to 
keep the gimp or whatever the hooks are fastened to, 
from drawmg the hooks out of their proper place or posi- 
tion, and all will be right. If you bait with Lamprey, 
they should be pieces about one or two inches long. 

Note. — That part which contains the roe is the most 
enticing pieces. I have not found Lamprey a good bait 
for Eels, in any other rivers but those into which the tide 
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Joins, yet in Ifiem it is u Yery k^ng baii ; .neUier dd 
they imHi^er in «ny pon^ that Irhate trieol tfaeii. lf:yoti 
nse wonbs for traita they iriioukf be -well scoured ; large 
lob wortna put on a aidgle hook in the foUowiog flMmnsi* : 

Taike a long mtiinoNr baiting needk, and iix U tjo Ihe 
tgimp, or. what the hooflk as tied to, enter the jpoint ef the 
Aeedle close to the tail of the warm and bring it out at 
its head.; ^dmwtfU the shank ofiJtm hook is completely 
"hoovered, 'taking cara«bo that die poitti and beri> of tha 
liook is Mdr covered, in the .worai: but lei not mere 
than a quarter of an inch of the i^Fonn hang k>o»e from 
the point of the hook, for when much is left loose Eels 
are apt to nibble' it off, and avoid taking the part which 
contains the hook. Some anglers bait their hook by 
entering the point df the needle at the head of the worm 
instead of the tail, which I prefer because the hook then 
lays in the thickest part of the worm, and therefore the 
point and bai^ is less likedy to shew or be felt while the 
Eet is sucking in the bait. Note. — ^Hooks baited with 
worms are very frequently bit and mutilated by «mall 
"Ecfls, Minnows, &c. therefore prefer fish for baits, unless 
'the water you lay in abounds with Trout, Carp or Chubb, 
who will all take a worm bait at night ; in which case Jbait 
some of the hooks with worms, and others with fish. 

In ponds I have taken large Eels with live irogs for a 
bait, but have not fonnd it answer in tivers, and aldo 
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I hare used about two inch pieces of fowls guts put on 
^y hoicks, same way «i ddS c rib ed with pveces 6t'lM^ 
preys^ Eels will certainly take (this bait in (ponds, but 
I never tried it in rivers. 

How and where t^ tay Eel Lines. 

Choose those parts of rivers or waters where the baited 

^hotok is tool l&^ly to Hbe buried hi the mud or entangled 

»tn hieavy and tirottg beds of weeds, and ff Aie^nes were 

'festened to hkih. tunfners itii^tead ctf peg istiirks, the atigler 

-would sastain'iiiuch Hfss loto 6f lities, hooks atid Eels, ks 

Uie line gives "tf ay gradually from the nmnet, and in con- 

' sequence seldom gcits twkted or checks a fish when he is 

taking the bfeit. Thdugh 'Eels generatly lay, during the 

day, in holes tfr itx the miid, yet when they run and are 

6n the feed att ni^ht, they comiB to the clean scowers, and 

* on the sandy or grrivdly pirt of the stream, near T)eds of 

weeds, chalk ^ones, large lumps of eartli that has broke 

'from the banks, &c in such parts lay your lines. Some 

ianglers will talce the trouble to clear a sufficient space in 

Ihe middle df a large bed of weeds to lay lines in, and 

they are generally Well paid for their trouble ; and those 

who lay twenty hooks baited, and each hook fastened to 

a single lihe, will tcdce more Eels than those who lay 

'twice the nuihber of baited hooks, fastened to a chain line. 

Note. When chain lines are laid there is no occasion for 

bullets On the hook links, because'the bricks or turfs keep 

*them in thcfir i^laces, Vhich is on the bottoiti 6t ground. 
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Cham Line. 



1^ 



The chain line is sa named from havingr ^ number of 
hooks baited and tied to it, and is fitted in the following^ 
manner : take >from twelve to twenty yards, according to 
the number of hooks you intend to fasten to it^ of stout 
cord, about the size of Jine which sadi windows are hung 
to, these sash lines are used by some anglers, others use 
thin clothes line, or roasting jack line^ either of them will 
do ; fasten one end of the line by a loop to a brick, or a 
piece of square turf cut from a field or bank (see the cut) 
the hooks which you intend to bait should be tied to 
about half a yard or less of trolling line, gimp, plaited 
dutch twine, breeches-maker's thread or some strong thin 
cord, and baited in the same manner as already described 
for the single or peg line, fasten the baited hooks to the 
large stout line about three feet a part with a slip dra\r 
knot, the hooks will then hang free from each other, 
then fasten the other end of the large; line to another brick 
or clump of turf, and all is ready to cast or lay in the water. 
Note. — Eels will run and take a bait at night from 
March until the latter end of November, unless when the 
moon shines yery bright, during which nights the angler 
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had better keep his lines and baits in store for dark nights, 
especially the first week of a new moon and the last of an 
old one. 

Hmv to cast in Chain Lines and take 
them up. 

If the nights are cold, cast yonr line in so tfiat it will lay 
Hear the side of or under the bank, rather than in a shaiiow 
or current, because the Eels can then see the bait and 
take it close to their holes, for they wtH net move or ran far 
during cold nights. When you lay chain lines in running 
waters, cast in the first brick up the stream, the other down 
the current will then keep the hooks hanging free from 
each other. 

When you come to take up chain Hues, you must 
first provide yourself with sto\it drag hooks (soW at all 
fishing-tackle shops) fastened to plenty of strong cord ; 
throw in the hooks over the part you placed the line in 
the water, and draw it to the shore. Single lines may be 
drawn in by the hand or taken up by a forked stick or 
trimmer rod, by putting the fork under the line near th# 
hooks and hoisting it up. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Observations and remarks on layinff 
lines for Eels ; also on Baits, Hooks, 
and the proper time to lay and take 
them up, to dry, cleanse them, 8fc. 

In directing the angler to fasten hia chain line to briokt, 
stones or clumps of earth, it applies chiefly to rivers and 
Other waters that are public or much attended by anglers, 
boat fishermen, bargemen, &c. because in such waters he 
is likely to have his lines discovered if they are fastened to 
piles, branches of trees, or stakes; therefore the fastening 
to bricks, &c. is the safest way ; but in waters where the 
angler feels confidence all will be secure, he can oflen 
lay to more advantage with the assistance of a second 
person in a boat, in laybg of bricks, stones, &c. If the 
baits are well taken by good £els, they will often drag 
the line, bricks and all, a considerable distance from 
the place they were cast in, and if they do not tear or 
twist themselves off, they will often entangle the line, 
hooks, and themselves among heavy beds of weeds, and 
give infinite trouble to the angler in recovering and fitting 
his line for another night's fishing. 

Those who live near where they lay chain lines, had 
better begin to take them up soon after twelve at night; 
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for by that hoiir» if Eels run, they will certainly have taken 
the bait, and then the line, hooks. See. are but little confVised, 
neither will a good Eel have had time to ^t away, for 
they never cease trying, for many hours, after they are 
hooked to escape, which they frequently do when hooked 
in the throat or mouth, for by their continual twisting and 
struggling, they rip the hook through the tender parts of 
the throat or mouth ; but if they have it in their maw or 
stomach, and the tackle is good, their most violent 
exertions will be in vain. 

In large ditches that have communication with rivers^ 
and in narrow streams are often good Eels to be found, 
and if not broader than the angler can leap with the 
assistance of a leaping pole, and the said ditch or stream 
is protected, the angler should lay his line right across, 
fastening each end to stakes on the opposite banks. 

Note. In putting in those stakes, do not ^x them in a 
direct line, opposite each other, but a yard or more (accord- 
ing to the number of hooks and length of line you use) 
below, so that the line and hooks may lay obliquely across 
the water, which allows room for more baited hooks than 
if laid in a strai^t line, and also, I have found my baited 
hooks do more execution thus laid, for the Eels run 
more on the side of sharp streams than in the middle. 
This way of fastening lines to stakes should always be 
preferedy where it can be dcme ; for when laying at th» 

H 2 
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md of mill iwi streftina, ^r m the shaltovr pftrt« or poote of 
urnU^r, formed from f»ib of water over pref ipieea, flood 
gates, ^c. ; and ia •uch pfeaeea with a boat, you can piacft 
Ibe baited books to the best advantage^ and you know where 
^ search for them withoui loss of time ; when fastened t4f 
Uny thing moteable, yoi»ol^n hare a great deal of Ironbki 
in recovering your line, wid that frequently fifty yirds or 
more from whence you have laid, and when you ha^e 
brought it to hand, it is such a confused mass of weeds, Bdtf, 
and the slime from those which have twisted ofi", thai hardly 
any other than the most patient of anglers, would find 
resolution enough to unDwist or disentangle the naiift>e# of 
knots, which his line and hooks are tied in ; but this ou^^ 
to be done immediately, and the line cleared a<id washed 
from all impurities, and carcfolly dried> or it soon roiS; 

When you cast in the water your chain line, that 1* made 
fast to bricks or any thing else, cast in the brick first 
underhanded up the stream, and the other down or across 
the stream ; then make a note in your podcet bodk of 
something on the bank, or some other object that you may 
readily find U again* 

When laying from a boat, fasten one end of the line 
(having all your hooka first baited) to a stake, bridr, or 
whatever you intend ; then push off the boat, and let the 
hooks drop in the water regularly, as the boat goes down 
streamj until they are all out ; then fasten the other end of 
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jrwir Uae. Thk ii the wsy the fithermen, on rariotis pftrte 
6f the ten cotAty Is j their short Imes caUecl tro t«. In regar4 
io bait for fie) lines^ after mach fxraetite ancl experienee, 
I can arer, that worms are tlie leaet to be depended on fot* 
IdlKog large Eds, and diat when the angfer lays in large 
ttrerSy or tide riyers, if he can procure small Gudgeons, 
Dace, Bleak, large white Minnows (the minnows should not 
be with spawn) and lamprey Eels, he then possesses the best 
and most killing baits. I hare killed a great many large 
Eels in docks, among shipping, and also in ponds, by baiting 
ny night Koes with chickens guts, which I first parboil, and 
then sprinkle with salt ; and also with boiled salt beef, 
which 1 cut in shape like a fish before I put it on my hook. 
Some anglers think fish object to every thbg salt, but 
thi$ opinion is erroneous, for I have had excellent sport 
when I have laid my fish baits, that have not been touched 
the first night, on the second night, having let them lay 
separate all day, first having sprinkled them with salt. 
f 

Note. Fn choosing Eel hooks, prefer the single ones 
whose shank is smiilar to the kirby hook, to those which 
have a loop shank ; because when baited, especially with 
a worm, it tares the bait less, and also is less likely to be 
felt while the Eel is swallowing it. And further observe, 
to choose hooks that are narrow in the bend, and never 
use them too large ; for hooks well manufactured and of 
good shape, of the sizes No. 6, for baiting with fish, or 
those of No. 7, single for worms, will kill Eels of any size. 
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while larger hooks tear, oi* mtttUate the bait, and standing 
rank frequently :cai]se alarm or suspicion in Eds, and 
they then often suck part of the bait away, but very 
seldom suffer the hook to come within their moutlw. I have 
seen pieces of sharp blackthorn tied to Eel lines, same as 
a needle is to a sniggling line, and baited with smalKsh 
worms, laid at night in the Thames, and both Eels and 
flounders caught with them, which is done by the thorn 
getting across the throat or stomach of the Eel or Flounder. 

Note. The proper time to lay or put single or chain 
lines in the water for Eels, &c. is just as the sun is setting; 
at which time, large Eels in particular, begin to move from 
their holes, or other places of shelter, in search of food ; 
therefore, according to the number of baited hooks you 
intend laying, begin to bait them in time, because it takes 
a considerable time to bait some score of hooks, and it is 
necessary they should be in the water at sun set, for you 
must know that the fore part of the night is better than 
the latter; and as I^have before observed, the sooner after 
twelve o'clock the lines are taken up the better. 
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^PPEJVDIX. 



As an advocate for angling, I feel interested and anxious 
for the honour and credit of the angler's character and 
conduct, therefore I beg his attention to a few observations 
and extracts from acts of parliament relative to the pre* 
servation of fish and fisheries. It should be recollected, 
that if the angler commits an ofience or trespass from his 
ignorance of the laws on the subject, he is equally liable 
to fine and punishment as if acting by premiditated design; 
for it ift presumed by the magistrates of courts, that from 
the known publicity of the laws, every person is acquaint- 
ed with their regulations in respect to the protection of 
property, punishment for trespass, and the like. More- 
over, as reasonable beings, and accountable for our 
misdeeds, it surely behoves us so to regulate our conduct 
in pursuing our pleasures and amusements, that we ia 
nowise lose sight of or infringe the Golden Rule, that of 
^'doing unto others as we would they should do unto us^" 
— « strict observance of which I seriously recommend 
to all brother anglers. 

The most recent, and the principal act to protect fish- 
eries, was passed in the fifth year of his present Majesty'* 
reign, from which the following extract is taken : 
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" No one shall enter into any park or paddock fenced in 
and enclosed 9 or into any garden, orchard, or yard adjoin- 
ing or belonging to arty dwelling honse, in or through 
which park or paddock, garden, orchard or yard, any river 
or stream of water shall run or be, or wherein shall be any 
river, stream, pond, pool, moat^ stew, or otker water; wad 
by any ways, means or device whatsoever, shall steal, take, 
kill or destroy, any fish bred, kept or pres^ved in any sudi 
rhrer or stream, pond, pod, moat, stew, or other water 
aforesaid, without the consent of the owner or owners 
Uiereof, or shall be atdtng or assistti^ m the stealng, 
taking, killing or destroying any such £sh as aforeaaid, or 
shi^l receive <» buy any such fish, knowing Ihe same i^ he 
stolen or taken as aforesaid, and being thereof indicted 
wkhin six calender months next ailer such oifence or 
offences shall have been oommitted, before any judge or 
justice of gac4 delivery ^ the county wherein such paife 
or paddock, garden, ordiard or yard shall be, and shall on 
such indictment be by verdict, or his or their own confession 
or cotifessi6ns, convicted of apy^ucho^nce or ofienees i« 
a^oi^ssaid, the person or persons so convicted shall be 
trsmsperted for seven years.'' 

*^ That in case any person or persons shall take, kiU or 
destroy, or attempt to take, kill or destroy, any fish in any 
liver or sitream, pond, pool, or otb^ ^tmAet {nei being in 
%fiiy park or paddodk, or in^any garden, orcbard «r s^rd 
adjoming or Mofiging to any^welling-houae^ but shaU be 
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m rfmgr lOlber iM<>9ed gromA wWhsh^ be priy^te pro* 
potr^^n^ry^ !8ttoh f#PWiii betog lw«*d|y 9<»victed tjiereof 
by the oath of one or more credible witne^$ or wit^oesscn;, 
shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, the sum of 
^ve pounds to the owner or owners of the fishery of such 
river or stream of water, <>r of siich pond, pool, moat, 
or other water; and it shall or may be lawful to and for 
aiQr on^'<or more lOf His Majesty'* jusUoas ^ the yefice 
^the opiAnty, division,' ridipg or place where such, last 
B^n^io^ed offenoe <m* ^>fiences shall be ccyni^tted, upoj^ 
<)0|x^pilaiBt made to bim or tbjem, qpoa .gat|;i ^^iQst.any 
person or persons for ^ny «ueb 4^^t q^Qtic^iifd oflence qr 
fffHMs«B,.(o issue ^hjs or>tbeir«iFa]a*^MEVt>ar warraqis to brpog 
the persoQ or^iers^ios^^ ^on^plained pf bjofoiie biip or them; 
Mud; if ihe:perspn: or .pietrs^ns ao coiuyptaine^ of^ shaJJ be 
eonviio^ of aoy of the said ofiei^c^ last mentioned, before 
such justice or justices, or any ot^er of his Mfgesjty!^ 
justices of the same county, division, riding or place 
aforesaid, by the .oathK>r.o^ths of one or more cred^)Ie 
witnesses, which oaths ^udi justice or justices are hereby 
imthorifled to administ^, orby his or ^heir own confessioi^ 
^hen,aiKi in ftwh, case -the party fo coj^icted shaH, tmn^ 
ii9i%$fyjBift^MWih jcpnvictio^, p?^. Uie ^sai^ penalty of fi.vj^ 
pounds herttby b^foi^ 4aMP^^^ ^^^ ,Ae offence or offence^ 
^fonesf^id, to «uch,> justice or Justices before whom he shall 
be so icon^ete4> /<* the usex»f auph pftcsou or persons a? 
i\e sao^e is hereby appointed to be forfeited and paid 
unto, and in default thereof, shall be committed by such 
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justice or justices to the house df correblitdii Ibr any tinie 
not exceeding six'^months, unless the money forfeited ahall 
be soonef p^id." . . 



TRESPASS. 

If J go on another man's ground wHhout lieence, the 
owner may have an action of trespass against me; and 
if I continue there after warning by the owner or his 
servant thereunto authorized, th^ owner, or his servant by 
his command may put me off by force ; but not beat md 
unless I mal<e rei^stance, 9th, Edward IV. No servant 
shall be questioned foi^ killing a tresspasser within his 
master's liberty, who will not yield, if not d6ne out of 
former malice : yet if the tresspasser kills any such servant 
it is murder, 21st. Elizabeth. 

If any person shall keep ahy net, angle, leap^ piche, 
or other engine for taking fish (except the makers or 
sellers of them, or the^ owners or occupiers of rivers and 
fisheries) such engines, if they ^hall be found fishing with^i 
without the consent of the owner of the fishery, shall be 
"Seized, apd any person, by a warrant under the hand and 
seal of a justice of peace, may search the houses of such 
prohibited and suspected persons, and seize to their oh n 
use, or destroy such engines, 4 and 6 of W, and IMt; 
Cap. 23. 
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Bargemen and others catching fish with nets in canals^ 
&c. not being free waters, are subject to heavy fines or 
imprisonment; or if they lay inare|i> trimmers, &c. at 
night, are liable to transportation.. 

Criminal proceeding and penalties for injuries done to 
private fisheries are punishable either by common law or 
by ' different statutes. ' The br€isL|L{B^ '}he ououniis of 
ponds maliciously, and stealing, fish out of waters in 
enclosod grounds, is declared felony, and the offender 
taking fish out of water in unenclosed grounds are subject 
to penalties, and the owners of fisheries and ponds are 
authorized to seiz^ the nets and fishing tackle of tress* 
passers, and to keep or destroy them as they think fit. — 
Vide Chitty's Treatise on the Game Laws, a work well 
deserving a place in the anglert library, as it treats very 
fully on the nature and rights of fisheries ; as well as on 
shooting, hunting, &e./ 
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ERRATA. 
Page 47, l«rtliae« lead ^ gwe'* kistead of ** dipe.'' 
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Sir ;®6felr, ©rfttoirr. , 

SALTER'S' ■>■■■■■. 

.. , WITH 

^/wf much additional IrjformaUon on Angling for Sea^ 
kwer, and Pond Msh. 



, . . AT THE SAME *riME ' ' ^ ; 

i(VFIUQE^.) 
MmtrmtedwiA wmn^cm W9od Ch^p 

AND ALSO, AN 

Abridgement of the above Work, 

(PRlOB^te^.) 



Sold for the Author, by T. TEGG, Bookseller, No. Ill, 
Cheapside, and at all the Fishing Tackle Shops. 

N. B. SALTER'S Angler's Guide has been re\dewed by the 
Sporting Magazine for March V8A$; and abo by the New Monthly 
Magazine for May; the Eclectic Review for June; the Gentleman's 
Magazine fcifOctlb^dr^ Hie same Yamr, awlvtiotigLy recemmended 
to all Lovers of Angling. 

Coivenler and Son, Engravere and Printen, ltf» Aldgate High-S(r«et« 
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